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...I shall go forward with my story, and describe cities and
places both great and small, since many cities that were
great long ago have become insignificant, and some that are
today great and powerful were weak in olden times. And so,
resting on my knowledge that human prosperity never
remains long in one place, I shall discourse equally of both
without discrimination.

Herodotus, (Book I, 5)

‘Father of History’ (c. 484 - 425 BCE)
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Foreword

In May of 2002 I visited the village of Tinj, a few kilometres from
Zadar, the birthplace of my father. I came to visit my uncle and
numerous cousins. It had been twenty years since my last visit. I now
live in Australia and it’s a long and expensive road to travel and
therefore one not made that often. I had gone to Croatia nine years
earlier, in 1993, but was then unable to reach Tinj as it was right on
the frontline during the Croatian Homeland War. During the
occupation of Tinj, the village was littered with landmines and a new
church, that was built 1976, was razed to its bare foundation as was
the graveyard and many residential houses including my uncle
Dusan’s.

Another task I wanted to accomplish during this visit was to put
together my family tree. I was fortunate to meet up with Kreso, we
are fourth cousins. He had already spent some time at the National
Archives in Zagreb and was happy to share his research with me and
helped me to assemble my family tree. The earliest record he had
found, at that time, from Tinj was the marriage certificate between
Dujam Etli¢ and Cvita Ciriak in 1819. They had seven children and
were given a portion of land in Tinj in return for developing it.
Various family legends circulate about the deeds of three of his sons
in particular, each having established a distinct and separate ancestry
line, and their descendants today are scattered throughout the world.
Dujam and Cvita had initially moved from Pridraga which is about 30
km away, but their ancestry has now been traced back to the mid-
1600’s in Dracevice in Herzegovina.

I find history fascinating generally but am captivated about this
story in particular. I would like to collect as many family stories as I
can and would like to organise a Great Family Reunion one day to
share them. I grew up in Sweden in an expatriate household and came
to Australia in my late teens. As I evolved in a mixture of three
cultures, comfortable but not exclusive in each, I have come to
recognise that with enough time passing ancestral knowledge could
become and often is lost. I find it sad when future generations come
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to regard their new homeland exclusively in both history and manner.
I believe that it is important not to lose track of your roots and to
have an understanding of the development and struggles that your
forefathers went through.

I have been a history enthusiast all my life, I spent my early teens
reading tales from Herodotus, studying ancient maps and speculating
where the location of Plato’s lost city of Atlantis might be. Today 1
have a master’s degree in History from Macquarie University in
Sydney and a Doctorate in Business Administration from Newcastle
University. I was delighted to find that Kreso was also a history
enthusiast and as it happened, he had written a short historical essay
about Tinj as part of his degree. He summarised the content for me
and gave me a copy for future reference.

I found Kreso’s essay fascinating, but I must admit I did not fully
understand many of the details because my Croatian is a bit lacking. I
asked Kreso if he would mind if I have the essay translated into
English and Swedish so that I could read and understand it properly
and also so that I could share the research that he had accumulated
with other people whose Croatian is also a bit rusty. I know quite a
few people that also can trace their roots to the same village and who
would be interested in the history and pre-history of Tinj. It is with
his permission that I have organised this translation of his essay Z%pa
Tinj Krog Vjekove so that an English reading audience can also have
access to the historical narrative of Tinj and an insight to its role
through the ages.

The actual translation was made by Josip Coli¢ from Zagreb, who
can also trace some of his roots to Tinj. Josip is a retired professional
from a legal background, he is well-travelled and fluent in several
languages including Spanish, German and English. He is an old family
friend who to me personally has always been an inspiration,
constantly enticing my academic side.

Josip’s translation of the text was perfectly exact and quite literal
which, at certain points, made it a little bit awkward to read. As any
translator would be aware, a direct translation does not always convey



the intent of the writer and I have therefore re-written those passages
that I thought could be done a little smoother and on occasion
included explanatory remarks or additional notes. For example, the
direct translation of the title is: “The Parish Tinj through the
Centuries”. Now, as a person who reads a lot of texts written in
English, I felt that this particular direct translation of the title was not
as invocative and descriptive as its original, written in Croatian. I
therefore translated the title as: “A Portrait through time of a Croatian
Hamlet”. This title which was suggested to me by my friend Nick
Susnjara and I feel that it articulates the content better. For this
reason, I then asked my cousin Magdalena Lennartsson, in Géteborg,
to translate the essay into Swedish from the English translation rather
than from the original.

Initially, I had the essay translated for me personally, I am a
qualified historian and I read history professionally. This particular
essay interested me profusely, but only once it was translated into
English was I able to read and fully understand it. I found it pleasant,
exciting and stimulating. This part of history was intimately lived by
my ancestors. These were the events that shaped their lives and
ultimately even my own. I was completely unaware and surprised of
many of the events that took place in and around this small and
seemingly insignificant little place. I am sure you will be too.

This original translation I made available to people that I knew
would also find it interesting to read. For example, Mario Exli¢ in
Victoria in Canada, whom it would not be an exaggeration to call
slightly eccentric, and who then made it a mission to personally visit
Kreso the following year for more information. However, I have had
more and more people asking me for a copy of the translation and
that is why I decided to organise a small publishing run rather than to
continually give people a bunch of papers or a PDF file, and to make
it easier and more pleasant to read.

On a side-note, I got some of my inspiration to collect family
stories from Martin (aka Baste) Erli¢, from Victoria in Canada, who
collected and told me about the legends of the three Erli¢ brothers
and about the suspected origins of our family name. He showed me
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Germanic references from the 1300’s to our family name. Over the
years I've also engaged in challenging and stimulating conversation
with Tom Erli¢ and Dr Mile Etli¢ also from Victoria in Canada,
Anton Novak from Gothenburg in Sweden, Robert Erli¢ also from
Gothenburg, the Vuni¢ family from Vancouver in Canada, Mark
Maestrelli from Sydney in Australia, Magnus Erli¢ also from Sydney,
Slobodan Gtrbavac from Canberra in Australia who has great
collection of hard-to-get books, John Vrki¢ also from Canberra and
many more people over the course of the last several years.

The cover photo was taken by Susanna Erli¢, from Gothenburg in
Sweden, who often travels to Tinj with her son Michel, and to
understand some of the technical terms I turned to Ivan Leskur, of
Sydney Australia, an avid reader of political history. He helped me
understand some of the more complex aspects of Croatian National
History and he often double checks my Croatian grammar and
spelling. In Canberra I spent some time with Blajo Vrki¢, who
migrated from Tinj to Australia in the early sixties. He put some of
the local events into context for me by clarifying relationships,
attitudes and the culture of Tinj.

In his essay, Kreso starts by giving us a detailed description of
Tinj’s geographical location and significant features. He then
describes local archaeological digs, their findings and conclusions and
then goes on to tell the history of Tinj through surviving historical
medieval documents. And finally, he compiled lists of local family
surnames by using birth, marriage and death registers. For example,
the registers from 1825 record that families with the surnames:
Lemezina, Cirjak, Erli¢, Vrki¢, Toki¢, Pertora, Jurjevi¢, Maricic,
Morati, Ivi¢, Loncar, Juki¢, Draca, Rogi¢, Matinovi¢ and Silovi¢ had
made Tinj their home.

The earliest evidence of Tinj being used as a permanent settlement
dates to the Neolithic era, the new Stone Age. The evidence seems to
support the theory that people have lived in the area ever since in a
more or less unbroken succession. There are also abundant
archaeological finds from the Bronze Age and there are several
artefacts that can be identified as belonging to Pre-Roman times,
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though archaeological finds become more numerous from the Roman
era onwards.

Tinj is a fertile area. It has spring water and arable land. It looks
like habitation first started at the foot of the modern Tinj, close to the
fresh spring water and next to the fertile fields. Here the remnants of
a stone-age settlement, some 300 square meters wide, provide
plentiful evidence of a long and continuous period of occupancy.
They were probably vegetable farmers as the cultivation of wine and
olives only started in the Bronze-age. Most of the artefacts uncovered
from this period are held at the local museum in Biograd.

None of the events from pre-historic Tinj or the surrounding area,
the time before writing, are known to us and archaeologists can only
put together a rudimentary picture of the lifestyle and culture of the
people who lived there. However, after the end of the 28-year
Peloponnesian War, immortalised by Thucydides, the inhabitants of
the coastal area came into contact with people from Classical Greece,
who recorded their interaction. Diodorus Siculus, some two hundred
years later, in his monumental works Universal History preserved the
event.

Diodorus (XV.13) says that the ruler of Syracuse in Sicily,
Dionysius the Elder, established a strategically placed colony on the
island of Pharos (Hvar) with Greeks colonists from the Cycladic
island of Paros in central Aegean. But a few years later about 384
BCE the local population rose in rebellion. They had enlisted the
ladasinoi (people from Zadar) and together with more than ten
thousand people attacked the colony. The result of the attack was
disastrous for the natives. Diodorus says that more than half of them
were killed and some two thousand taken prisoner.

These people are identified as belonging to a larger group called
Liburnians (Strabo Geography, 6.2). In history books they are often
grouped or simply bundled as Illyrians, or as one tribe in a greater
Hlyrian entity. But that is just as much due to the lack of knowledge
about them and their political organisation as it is due to lazy
historians. For example, the Liburnians did not take part in the three



Roman Illyrian Wars that are described by the Historians Appian and
Polybius. These wars were not being fought over Liburnian territory.
The Liburnians seem to have maintained their independence and
probably were not a part of subsequent Roman Illyria, but the extant
sources are too vague to know for sure.

The Liburnians are more frequently mentioned during the Roman
Civil War between Caesar and Pompey. Appian (Civil Wars 2.41) tells
us that Caesar built one of his two fleets in Liburnian territory,
probably in Iader (Modern Zadar). While Caesar employed Liburnians
to man his new fleet, Pompey also took advantage of the local
population by hiring a mercenary Liburnian fleet (Caesar, The Civil
War 3.5-9). The Roman Poet and Historian Lucan in his epic poem
Pharsalia  (4.529) says that Pompey had “shiploads of savage
Liburnians”. As such, Liburnians would have faced each other in
battle as they were enlisted by both sides.

This event shows that even the Liburnians were not a
heterogenous group but probably a league of independent
communities where each community made their own political
decisions to suit their interests. Caesar did reward the Liburnians
from Zadar with Roman Status, possibly even citizenship. By the next
stage of the Roman Civil Wars, that between Octavian and Anthony,
the Liburnians had been incorporated in the Roman Empire.

Octavian, later to become Augustus the First Roman Emperor,
conducted a military campaign to put an end to Liburnian pirate
activates. The Liburnians were especially known for their fast galleys,
two level ships with two banks of oars. They were of light
construction, very mobile, swift and so impressed the Romans they
replicated the design and called the ship style Liburnian.

Four years after Octavian had incorporated Liburnia into the
Roman Empire, the decisive naval Battle of Actium in 31 BCE took
place. Here Octavian faced Anthony and Cleopatra, Pharaoh of
Egypt. At this battle, it was Octavian’s fleet of ‘Liburnians’ that
ensured the victory. Cassius Dio, Roman consul and historian, says



that the fleet performed analogous to that of a cavalry charge (Roman
History 51.32).

Tinj as part of Liburnian territory was hence Romanised and after
the failed four-year long Great Illyrian Revolt in 9 CE, little is heard
of the Liburnian identity. While the Liburnian role in the uprising is
uncertain, the Liburnian people were subsequently fully incorporated
into the Roman Empire and even supplied the Roman Army with an
auxiliary cohort, a regiment of mixed infantry and cavalry called the
Cohors V1 (septima) Delmatarum equitata. From now on, people living in
Tinj were members of the Roman Empire and supplied soldiers to
the Romans for the next five hundred years.

Henceforth there would have been little direct turmoil in Tinj,
which was narrowly bypassed by Attila the Hun in the mid 440’s, until
the Fall of Rome in 476 when the last roman emperor Romulus
Augustus was deposed. Now however, the Roman province of Illyria
was incorporated into the newly created Kingdom of Italy (Regnum
Italiae), but by 493 it was an integral part of the Ostrogothic Kingdom
and by 553 it was part of a newly revived Eastern Roman Empire.
Modern historians, from here on, call this now Greek-speaking
empire the Byzantine Empire and the people Byzantines, instead of
the Roman Empire and Romans, which is what they called
themselves.

The Byzantine Historian Procopius, who writes about this period
in his works History of the Wars also tells about a new menace. In the
regions north of the Danube, Sclavenes and Antes had increased their
raiding activities and become more brazen each year. Soon after,
another group of raiders known as the Avars also entered the region
and created havoc all the way down to the Dalmatian coast. They
destroyed Salona, the capital of Byzantine Dalmatia.

Unfortunately, events hereafter are clouded and difficult to assert
as Justinian, the last Latin speaking Emperor, had in 529 with an edict
aimed at stamping out paganism closed all academic universities and
thus ensured the advent of the Dark Ages. The very last scholar,
Simplicius of Cilicia, had to seck refuge in Persian territory and his



commentaries were the last serious academic works to be written for
more than a thousand years.

The Byzantines, initially busy fighting the Sassanid Empire,
eventually by around 600 CE paid the Avars tribute to stay on the
north side of the Danube. However, successive economic
mismanagement caused the Byzantine army stationed in the Balkan
area to mutiny and march on Constantinople to install a new
emperor, Pocas (602-610). With this event the Byzantine Empire sank
into anarchy and civil war. The Avars now resumed their raids and
even attacked Constantinople.

Nevertheless, by the late 620’s, the Avars were defeated and
pushed back by a newcomer, the Croats. Constantine VII
Porphyrogenitus (De Admin 31) writes: “By command of the
emperor Heraclitus the Croats defeated and expelled the Avars from
these parts [Dalmatia] and by mandate of Heraclitus the emperor,
they [Croats| settled down in that same country of the Avars where
they now dwell.” But, in chapter 30, he also writes: “there are still in
Croatia some who are of Avar descent and are recognised as Avars.”

This is interesting because while Zadar had during this time either
escaped or survived the brunt of the Avar raids and remained under
Byzantine control, its hinterland, along with Tinj, might have been
overrun by the Avars, at least initially. There is a modern town about
35 kilometres to the northwest of Zadar and about 10 kilometres
north of Tinj which is called Obrovac. The etymology of the town
suggests that it is a place where Avars might have lived because the
Slavonic name for Avar is Obri, as used in the Russian Primary
Chronicle for example.

It is highly possible that Obrovac initially meant ‘a place where
Avars live’. Ancient placenames are usually a good index of the extent
and strength of migratory invasions. As such, the suggestion that Tinj
still hold its original Liburnian name implies that neither the Slavonic
nor the Avar invasions totally or rapidly replaced its original
inhabitants, if at all. The meaning of the word itself, 17z, has been
suggested to mean something like ’"Home’ and apparently is neither a



Slavonic, Greek or Gothic word. It is therefore possible that people
who can trace their roots to Tinj also have ancestors of Liburnian
origin.

Due to the dark Ages, there is no reliable record of the next two
hundred years, and taking into account that we have no idea of the
population distributions of the distinct populations that now lived in
this area: the Romanised Liburnians, the Awvars, the Sclavenes and
maybe even some Ostrogoths, there is no way to conclusively
determine the actual make-up of the population. While it is obvious
that by the early 800’s Slavonic laws and language prevailed, that is
only indicative of economic and political necessity, the preference of
the ruling elite. A similar analogy would be the Hellenist world which

used Hellenistic laws, language and culture even if they were not
Greek.

By the time of the arrival of the Croats, possibly around 6206, the
Byzantines had lost all control of Dalmatia apart from the main costal
cities. Besides, the Byzantines were busy with the Arab Invasion and
Iconoclasm, the long and increasingly deadly and brutal dispute
whether to worship Christianity using pictures or by using symbols.

The Byzantines had no means to impose their rule in Dalmatia,
they even lost central Italy and Rome to the Langobards (Lombards),
so called because of their long beards (Paul the Deacon I, 9). After
the Franks defeated the Langobards they used this territory to
establish the Papal States. Charlemagne at his coronation in 800
established a precedent that was to give the Papacy real political
power. From now on the pope was able to confer legitimacy to a rule,
causing nobility across Europe to convert.

Shortly after, in the ancient city of Nin, twenty odd kilometres
from Tinj, Viseslav the ruler of Dalmatia also converted as his famous
baptismal font attests to. The inscription on the font calls him
“VUISSASCLAVO DUCI”, Duke Viseslav. Overall, the role of the
use of this title (Duke) in Croatian territory is highly controversial and
there is no consensus as to its meaning. It does seem to imply that its
holder is not independent, but the problem is that Viseslav and his



realm was independent (not paying tribute), at least until
Charlemagne’s invasion. Einhard, Charlemagne’s biographer, says that
Charlemagne had conquered:

...both provinces of Pannonia...Liburnia and Dalmatia,
with the exception of the maritime cities, which
Charlemagne allowed the Emperor of Constantinople to
keep, in view of his friendship with him and the treaty
which he made. (Einhart, II, 15)

This tells us that Dalmatian Croatia came under Frankish control
in the early 800’s, but that did not last. By the time of the Treaty of
Verdun in 843, which divided Charlemagne’s empire between his
grandsons, neither Dalmatia nor Pannonia was a possession that was
divided or assigned. Constantine VII Porphyrogenitus writes:

For a number of years the Croats of Dalmatia also were
subject to the Franks, as they had formerly been in their
own country [White Croatia, modern Poland] but the
Franks treated them with such brutality that they used to
murder Croat infants at the breast and cast them to the
dogs. The Croats unable to endure such treatment from
the Franks revolted from them and slew those of them
whom they had for princes. On this, a large army from
Francia marched against them and after they had fought
one another for seven years, at last the Croats managed to
prevail and destroy all the Franks with their leader, who
was called Kotzilis. From that time they remained
independent and autonomous. (De Admin 30)

While the Franks did not annex Croatian territory, some historians
speculate that they still collected tribute from here. The poor quality
of the extant contemporary sources attributes to the difficulty of
identifying and determining the actual political assignment of Croatia
and Dalmatia. However, it is clear that the Byzantines did not control
Croatian lands and neither did the Franks, and the attempt by some
historians to try and circumvent this problem, by calling Croatian
lands a tributary province or a dependent territory or a principality, is
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misleading. While the actual truth is out of our reach, one has to
consider that the behaviour of Croatian Dukes is like that of
independent rulers. They had hereditary rulership; they did not pay
tribute to any kings; they conducted their own external political policy
by choosing enemies and allies; they conducted their own wars and
they even had their own civil wars.

Regardless though, the Croatian realm eventually came to be
renamed and known as a kingdom and eventually the Byzantine
coastal cities were also annexed. The Croatian king Petar Kresimir IV,
also known as Kresimir the Great for unifying the coastal cities
including Zadar and for founding the city of Sibenik, had his court at
Nin. During this time Tinj, or part of it, was owned by the King. Tinj
was hereditary Crown Property, and it is from this time onwards that
the history of Tinj can be traced through written records.

The oldest surviving document that mentions Tinj is from 1069.
This document, a deed of royal gift, records the donation of land
from King Kresimir IV to a Monastery. The donated land bordered
with lands in Tinj that belonged to the old Croatian noble family
Mogorovi¢. Similar to this deed, most of the surviving documents
that mention Tinj, through to the High Middle Ages, are either regal
or judicial in manner. Since most of the surviving documents are
about local ecclesiastical events several chapters, in Kreso’s essay, are
dedicated to local church history.

We are now entering the era of the crusades. Along with European
nobility, Croatian native kings were also asked to participate in the
first crusade (1096-1102) in order to aid the Christian Byzantine
Empire, which was under attack by Muslim Seljuk Turks. Croatian
Kings now ruled from the city of Knin, which is about 80 kilometres
from Tinj. According to old Croatian mythology, King Zvonimir’s
nobility refused to join the crusade and had him assassinated in 1089.
According to the myth, the king delivered the "Curse of King
Zvonimir" with his last words saying “"Never again in 1000 years will
you have a leader of your own blood!". While this is an evocative,
powerful and emotionally stirring legend, its accuracy is not fully
supported by modern research.
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In 1202, Zadar was besieged by the crusaders of the infamous
fourth crusade. As only about a third of the crusaders turned up at
their meeting place in Venice, they did not have the money to pay for
the 500 fully equipped and manned ships provided by Venice. In
exchange for partial payment, they attacked Zadar, despite the threat
of excommunication. The crusaders later went on to conquer and
brutally sack Constantinople itself, thereby initiating the eventual
demise of Christianity in the FEast. Eyewitness Geoffrey de
Villehardouin writes about the siege of Zadar:

The next morning the host encamped before the gates
of the city, and set up their petraries and manonels, and
other engines of war, which they had in plenty, and on
the side of the sea they raised ladders from the ships.
Then they began to throw stones at the walls of the city
and at the towers. So did the assault last for about five
days. Then were the sappers set to mine one of the
towers, and began to sap the wall. When those within the
city saw this, they proposed an agreement, such as they
had before refused by the advice of those who wished to
break up the host...Thus did the city surrender to the
mercy of the Doge, on condition only that all lives should
be spared. (Memoirs or Chronicle of The Fourth Crusade and
The Conguest of Constantinople, trans. Frank T. Marzials,
London: J.M. Dent, 1908)

However, the dodge did not honour the terms of the surrender,
beheading some and banishing many other citizens into exile. Some
citizens went to the surrounding areas. Kreso has found extant
documentation relating to this event and local sites.

The next possible contenders to have created a condition for a
large-scale de-population of Tinj was of course the Mongols after they
visited Zagreb and burnt it to the ground in 1241. After that event
Bela IV, King of Croatia and Hungary, fled to Dalmatia from city to
city with the Mongols hot in pursuit. While, it is possible that the
Mongols passed through Tinj and created havoc there also, the
Mongols retreated once they got news about the death of the Khan at
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home. Therefore, any disruption to the daily life in Tinj by the
Mongol invasions would have been temporary at best.

In the middle of the Late Middle Ages, just at the onset of
Ottoman invasions into Europe, the ownership of the Kingdom of
Croatia was contested in a complex web of inheritance claims to the
throne. With Machiavellian politics at its height a certain Ladislaus of
Naples, from a revived house of Anjou and an impressive ancestry
list, was in 1403 proclaimed king of Dalmatia in Zadar by Croatian
nobility. However, once the existing king, probably thought to be
dead, Sigismund of Luxemburg raised his opposition to this
coronation a civil war took place.

Sigismund originally a nobleman himself of an even more
impressive ancestry and who later became Holy Roman Emperor had
himself, two decades eatlier, gained the kingdom of Hungary and
kingdom of Croatia by marrying the fourteen-year-old daughter of the
then existing king known as Louis the Great. Since Louis at his death
did not have a male heir, Sigismund received the throne after the
unfortunate death of his wife’s mother who had acted as the existing
regent of the kingdom for the underage Queen Mary of Hungary. It is
thought that Queen Mary also died under suspicious circumstances.

It seems that in desperation Ladislaus of Naples in 1409 went
ahead with the infamous sale of the kingdom of Dalmatia to the
Venetian Republic for 100,000 ducats. While this sale was not
recognised by Sigismund, Venetia regardless took possession of a
substantial part of Dalmatian Croatia and managed not only to hold
on to it but also to increase their holdings militarily, repulsing
Sigismund’s attempts to take it back.

Tinj through this historical event came under Venetian
administration and remained so until it was conquered by the
Ottoman Turks in the late 1500’s, becoming personal property of
Turkish nobility. Venice did temporarily recover Tinj and other
Turkish occupied territory in the mid 1600’s, but the Turkish
occupation did not fully end until 1684 when the Turkish overlords
were expelled and replaced by Venetians. The Venetians themselves
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then stayed in power until the Venetian Republic was dissolved by
Napoleon in 1797 and Venetian-ruled Dalmatia was handed over to
Austria.

It was during the long and particularly brutal Venetian-Turkish
wars that Tinj and other nearby villages were totally abandoned in
order to create a No Man’s Land. The fighting had reached a stalemate
and the frequent raids frustrated the local governors to the extent
they decided to depopulate entire areas. Records show that in 16306,
before the attempt to de-populate the area, the population of Tinj was
230 and later, after the policy, in 1673 the population was 244. It is
unknown exactly how long Tinj was without a population and
whether the later population was mainly the same as the original one
or an entirely new set of people. It was probably a bit of both.

After the Battle of Austerlitz in 1805 also known as the Battle of
the Three Emperors where Napoleon defeated a combined Russian
and Austrian army, Dalmatia and Istra was transferred to the
Kingdom of Italy. When Napoleon defeated Austria at the Battle of
Wagram in 1809, Tinj along with most of Dalmatian Croatia, Istra
and Carniola (half of modern Slovenia), was incorporated into the
Napoleonic French Republic in the newly created Illyrian Provinces,
named after the old Roman province of Illyricum, with Ljubljana as
its provincial capital.

Auguste de Marmont, who was promoted to Marshal of France
after the Battle of Wagram, was appointed as the first governor-
general of the Illyrian Provinces. A year earlier, after he had dissolved
the Republic of Ragusa (Dubrovnik), he had also been awarded the
title First Duke of Ragusa. The territory was divided into one military
and six civil parts. The seat of the military province was in the town
of Senj about 150 km north of Tinj and it is estimated that the total
population of the Illyrian Provinces was about one and a half million.

As part of Napoleonic Croatia, which lasted from 1809 until 1813,
Tinj would also have taken part in some major ideological changes in
line with the French Revolution and Code Napoleon in particular.
Some of the radical changes that were introduced were: the abolition
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of serfdom and feudalism; the abolition of the tithe, the medieval
10% church tax; the public construction of highways, bridges and
dockyards; the introduction of public education; a common law and
religious freedom.

Contemporary records suggest that initially most of these changes
were not appreciated by the local population and many were fiercely
rejected, especially by the church and nobility. However, the changes
brought in by the ideology of the French Revolution had come to
stay, though the rest of Croatia had to wait until the Revolution of
1848 for many of these reforms including the abolition of serfdom.

Another Napoleonic legacy in Croatia was his insatiable demand
for soldiers. French rule had also established a military officer training
school in Karlovac and from 1810 introduced conscription and an
annual quota. As a result, thousands of Croatian soldiers, including
newly conscripted farmers and peasants, were part of Napoleon’s
Grande Armée in his disastrous invasion of Russia in 1812. There is a
legend that a Croatian contingent saved Napoleon’s life during the
retreat at the Battle of Berezina, crossing the frozen river. Auguste de
Marmont, later in his memoirs, writes that the Croatian contingent
made wonders “des prodiges” (Voyage du Maréchal Duc de Raguse,
Vol 111, X111, 1837, pp.347, 458).

As a direct consequence of the failed Russian campaign, the end of
the Napoleonic Empire was imminent. A year later Austria invaded
and took the Illyrian provinces, they put the French garrison in Zadar
under siege for a month, and by mid 1814 Napoleon surrendered
France. The four great powers (Austria, Russia, Prussia, and England)
established the Congress of Vienna which returned the Illyrian
Provinces, including Tinj, to Austria where it remained under
Austrian rule until 1918.

In May of 1915, almost a year into World Word I, Italy switched
sides and declared war on the Austro-Hungarian Empire. The treaty
of London, a secret pact offered by the British, French and Russians,
promised Italy extensive Austro-Hungarian territories for it to do so.
In the event they won the war, Italy would also receive Northern
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Dalmatia, Zadar, Sibenik and most of the Dalmatian islands. At the
end of the war however, the terms of the treaty, due to Italy’s limited
contribution to the war and on the insistence of US President
Woodrow Wilson, were reneged upon and nullified. By the early 1920
these territories, including Zadar and Tinj, officially became a part of
the newly created state of the Kingdom of Serbs, Croats and
Slovenes.

By the end of 1920 however, Zadar and the immediate
surrounding territory was handed to Italy, by this new nation, as part
of the terms of the bilateral Treaty of Rapallo (no connection to the
treaty of the same name in 1922 between Russian and Germany) and,
apart from a brief period, remained in Italian hands until 1947. The
Italian enclave setup up border posts and was declared an Italian
province. Some of the border posts still stand today, as ruins, beside
the roads out of Zadar. During most of these years Tinj was just
outside this Italian territory and not under Italian administration.

In the turmoil that encased the Second World War, a controversial
Croatian factional group grabbed an opportunity on the 10th April
1941 to take national power in order to achieve the long-standing
dream of Croatian independence. Historically, independence had been
attempted several times; the peasant rebellion of Matija Gubac in
1573; Zrinski and Frankopan in the 1670’s; Josip Jeladi¢ in 1848;
Kvaternik in 1871 and most recently by Stjepan Radi¢ in the 1920’s.

On the 18" May 1941 the new Croatian government was made
into a kingdom installing Prince Aimone, Duke of Aosta as king and,
in return for recognition of the new Croatian state, signed an
agreement with Mussolini which gave Italy the cities of Sibenik, Split,
most of the Dalmatian islands and also greatly enlarged their territory
around Zadar to almost 70 kilometres inland. Tinj was now well
within the Italian demarcation.

However, when Italy surrendered on 8 September 1943,
agreements signed with Italy were declared void and all of the Italian
territories, apart from Zadar, were returned to Croatia. German
troops entered Zadar and about a month later the British and
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Americans started a savage year-long bombing campaign which
greatly destroyed most of the city and killed thousands of civilians.
Carpet bombing destroyed entire neighbourhoods. The bombing
campaign did not have any military significance to the war effort. This
was a senseless destruction of millennia old historical buildings,
monuments, palaces, schools and places of worship. The needlessly
excessive bombing of the historical city of Zadar made it devoid of
population and rendered desolate. It took decades to recover. This
would have had a serious impact on economic development on Tinj
as Zadar was its main economic outlet.

At the end of the war, the short-lived, Independent State of
Croatia reached a brutal end with the 1945 Bleiburg tragedy and
Croatia was incorporated in a new communist-based dictatorship. My
uncle Dusan told me that, during the war, many inhabitants of Tinj
took up the struggle for an independent Croatia while some joined
the communists or swapped to their side once they realised defeat
was inevitable. Immediately after the war ended, those that were
identified of supporting or soldiering on the Croatian national side
were sought down and killed or imprisoned. Tinj was no exception,
some inhabitants were openly murdered by the new peacetime
government while others imprisoned for an arbitrarily long time. In
addition to revenge Kkillings, the communist government also
organised a number of death marches. These were called ‘Krizni Put’
(way of the cross) as people were forced to walk hundreds of
kilometres through hostile towns and areas. Most didn’t survive the
ordeal.

Unfortunately, the history of this time is not only politically
complex but often distorted, blurred and perverted. Probably because
so many emotional and disturbing events occurred that are still fresh
in folk memory. Often, it is difficult to find objective and historically
accurate information about the events of the Second World War in
particular about Croatia and Croatians. This aspect of Croatian
history was addressed by Dr Franjo Tudjman, the first president of
the Republic of Croatia and formerly a historian and political scientist
who wrote:
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During the Second World War, the factions in the conflict
were continually adding fuel to the fire of an already
flaming frenzy through their one-sided portrayals and
exaggerations. Accusations from both sides necessarily and
inevitably deepened the chasm of discord, firing up hatred
and spurring the blind instincts of an imperilled people for
vengeance. The progenitors and instigators of mutual
destruction on both sides have found, both in the past and
the present, reasons not only for the protection of truly
threatened vital national interests, but also, using the
excuse of wrongs suffered in that past, the attainment of
their long-term plans at the expense of their national and
ideological adversaries. (Horrors of War, 1996, p. 806)

The new communist government implemented a policy of
nationalisation by seizing private property and companies and placing
them wunder state control. Some land was redistributed and
collectivised, but despite massive projects and innovative policy the
socialist style economic management proved deficient and created
massive inflation, political instability and chronic unemployment.
These conditions were a driving force for mass emigration, and Tinj
was no exception, with its population seeking a better life all around
Europe, North America and Australia. Like many people from Tinj,
my parents emigrated during the mid-sixties for mainly economic
reasons, but also for the same type of difficult and complex issues
which eventually led to Croatian Spring in 1971 and ultimately to an
independent Croatia.

Croatia declared its independence on the 25" June 1991, after 93%
voted ‘yes’ for Croatia to become a sovereign and independent state
in an independence referendum which had an 84% voter turnout, but
gaining international recognition proved to be a near insurmountable
task. Mikhail Gorbachev, of the Soviet Union, lobbied wotld leadets
against a break-up of the country. In his memories, he describes how
he convinced US president George Bush Senior to actively engage in
anti-independence policy.
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Gorbachev was worried that an independent Croatia would inspire
the dissolution of the Soviet Union. He wrote: “Even a partial break-
up of Yugoslavia could set off a chain reaction.” (Memoirs, 1997, pp
804-805). As a result, Secretary of State James Baker went to Belgrade
and announced that America would not support any new states in any
manner. Further, NATO had analysed and confirmed reports that if
war did erupt, then Croatian resistance could only last for ten or at
most twenty days because of Croatia’s vulnerable horseshoe shape
and Serbia’s huge military advantage (Ivo Goldstein, Croatia; A
History, 1999, p 223).

A war did erupt and just as Croatia was gaining some military
strength, the UN imposed an arms embargo directed specifically
against the Croatian war effort. David Owen, chief negotiator, wrote:
“The UN Security Resolution that imposed it [arms embargo] will go
down in history as one of the most controversial of all those passed
by the UN.” (Balkan Odyssey, 1996, pp 47-48). There was little
sympathy from Boutros Ghali, Secretary-General of the United
Nations, who described the conflict as a ‘rich man’s wat’.

The Croatian Homeland War was particularly fierce in Tinj and the
surrounding area which had become part of the front-line. The
infamous Skabrnja massacre took place only ten kilometres away. Tinj
itself was occupied during this time and was partially razed and
mined. Mines took a long time to defuse and people were killed well
after the war ended. Many of Tinj’s population took up arms to
defend their homes, including my cousins, but most people scattered
as refuges all around the country and internationally, including in
Sweden. There are today, monuments placed around the area to those
that fought and fell during this time, including at Tinj graveyard.

The military victory of Operation Storm put a final end to the
violence in the area and an end to the war. This event was
immortalised last year in the movie General, the most expensive
Croatian movie ever made. Despite all odds and gigantean opposition,
Croatia maintained its independence and liberated all occupied lands
both politically and military. A remarkable and admirable feat
considering the impossible conditions that it was placed under.
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Today, Croatia as a nation, has gone from relative obscurity to
international fame, and put itself firmly on the map through
incredible sporting achievements including in, tennis, handball, water
polo, winter sports, athletics, boxing, sailing, the Olympics and in
particular the FIFA World Cup final in 2018. This year Croatia
assumed the Presidency of the Council of the European Union and
has been firmly imprinted as an amazing tourist destination, full of
natural beauty and scenery immortalised in shows like Gawze of Thrones.

Tinj has since been fully rebuilt and has had an overall expansion
with more land being subdivided and houses built. It is still mainly a
base for the surrounding farmland but also houses former expatriates
who have returned after a working life abroad or who spend their
summers there. Tinj still however hold some secrets and is worthy of
more historical research. I have met up with Kreso a few times since
our first meeting and when visited Tinj last year, he suggested that I
join him in a future trip to Venice and Mostar to visit their national
archives to do some more research. From next year, we are planning
to do a series of short research expeditions and there is room for
more people to join. If anyone is interested in coming along,
providing information, photographs, financial support or research
direction, just give me call or send me an email via
sven.etlic@uon.edu.au. Enjoy reading Kreso’s essay, I am convinced
you will be fascinated learning about the remarkable history of Tinj.

Dr Sven Erlic, Canberra, 2020
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Tinj: A Portrait through Time of a Croatian
Hamlet

The Croatian settlement of Tinj is located behind Biograd,
southwest of Polaca and it extends below two hills that are called
Gradina and Gubanica. Modern day Tinj is divided into four
subdivisions which are called: Gradina, Zagradina, Selo and Varos
Jurjevica.

The north and northeast sides have common frontiers with Lisani
Tinski and Polaca. The south and southwest borders with Kakma and
Sikovo. On the west is Rastane. From Tinjska Glavica lookout, a 119-
meter high hill, one can see Bukovica, Pakostane and some Adriatic

islands as well as the whole Vranski Pool as it expands towards
Z.emunik and Nadin.

Anecdotally, elderly people of Tinj are still using an old saying,
which originated at the end of the Turkish occupation, when the
occupiers who had to depart were complaining about the loss of Tinj.
The saying goes that in Vrana and Nadin the Turks were shouting as
they were forced to leave: “Alas, the pain, the agony and the hurt to
leave this dazzling scenery of Tinj and the delicious meats of Nadin's
tat lambs.” (Ajoj V'rana ljuta rano, a ti Tinju lijepi poglede i Nadine debela
Jjanjetino).

Below Tinj is the fertile Zatinjska plain. The top of the fertile
ground is used for the cultivation of vines, olives and other
Mediterranean fruit trees. The bottom parts of the field, which has a
plentiful supply of water because of natural springs, are mainly used
for vegetable farming. These water springs of Tinj and Kakme
together with the fertile fields have always ensured a plentiful harvest
and thus helped maintain a good and healthy lifestyle.
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Prehistory

Archeological exploration and subsequent analysis, in and around
Tinj, have revealed substantial traces of ongoing human settlement
since Neolithic times (New Stone Age).! There are also numerous
traces that the people from Illyrian, Roman and Old Croatian times
left behind. The local museum in Biograd exhibits many objects ? that
have been found in local archaeological digs.

Neolithic Settlement in Tinj

Local Neolithic archacological finds from the Podlivade 3 area
have been classified as the richest Neolithic settlements in our
maritime coastlands.* A Neolithic settlement in Tinj has been
identified at the foot of today's village, next to the edge of the fields
and around the water source that leads onto the position Podlivade.
This prehistoric settlement is estimated to have been about 300 x 300
metets.

Since this area has been continually cultivated for thousands of
years, the modern use of tractors occasionally uncovers cultural
artifacts that originally belonging to this local Stone Age settlement.
Quite often artifacts along the surface of this area have been gathered
and collected and now a few thousand objects have been found. The
majority of these objects are flint and fragments of earth containers,
but there are also some unusual finds. These objects are mainly kept
in the archaeological museum of Zadar, but a smaller part of the
collection is in the local museums of Biograd and Benkovac.

Notes during early excavations estimate that the archeological
finds were exclusively from the early New Stone Age. However, a
later archeological dig has since found a stone arrow which most
probably was from the late New Stone Age. It also found a fragment
of a hollow copperware. Although, it is thought that this particular
item must have been introduced or subsequently misplaced because
the item does not seem to be part of the original cultural sediment.

24



In an archeological dig in 1984 there was a particularly large find
which uncovered a substantial number of objects. The dig had initially
been set up because this area had continually yielded plentiful
amounts of settlement traces and objects to the local population. Two
probes were dug, each about 5 x 5 meters and about 60 cm deep. The
probe site was in total some 50 m? The dig revealed a large quantity
of objects that have since been dated to the early New Stone Age.

Archaeological Sites

A complete listing of archaeological sites around Tinj is found in
the local museum of Biograd. Branka Juraga, Ma in Archeology,
prepared the following documentation:

1. Castle Ruins

The medieval castle is on the top of a small peak. The tower on
the northwest side closer to the west corner is markedly a square
tower.

Today’s Saint John’s church is built near this tower in the west
corner and on the outer face of the castle. This church is raised on the
foundation of an even older church that was destroyed by the Turks
probably sometime in the 16th century.

The castle enclosure looks like a town from the later Middle Ages,
probably from the 11th century when Tinj is also first mentioned in
records. The ground plan of the town agrees with the crown court in
Rogovo. This could indicate that this is the castle of Tinj from the
early Middle Ages.

The castle of Tinj is a well-preserved sample of the county town,
which simultaneously was the center of the neighboring Krbava
property. The Zupan/County Master had his headquarters here, being
simultaneously the County Head and sometimes the Ruler of the
Court.

Around the castle there are traces of even eatlier residence
buildings. On the edges around the castle the tracks of the walls, large
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encirclement are reminiscent of inhabitants of prehistoric times.
Perhaps the original settlement had scattered buildings as well.

Tinj is also represented in monuments such as old Roman roads
and coach houses on the roadway. Alongside the old road leading
towards Vrana Lake across the plowed fields of Mackovac, there is
another ruin. In this ruin Duke Borelli of Vrana discovered the
remnants of 2 Roman house in 1890. He found several lacrimmarius,
little clay pots intended to setve as collectors of the tears.® (Latin:
lacrima, lacrimae means tear. The emperor Nero used to collect his
tears as preciousness)

2. Poposnica

This area is found in the Tinj Castle Ruins, and the name of area
originates from the fact that this property used to belong to the priest
(pop = ptiest). On the field, which is a little elevated in comparison to
the surrounding surface, there are tracks of a sacred object oriented
towards the eastwest. It is difficult to say anything more specific
about this object as it is underground.

Southwest from the church, in an area where the soil has slid
down, there are graves with skeletons. The graves were built with
limestone plates. This church probably belongs to the Middle Ages as
does the graveyard which surrounds it. 7

3. Mackovac

North of Mackovac on both sides of the road, in a diameter of
about 150 meters, there are remnants of walls in mortar and a lot of
ceramic fragments. The type of ceramics, architecture and position
(workable meadow, close to water and sheltered from the wind)
indicate that an economic object or monument was built here in
Roman times (Vila Rostica).?

4. Medine

Medine is found south of the ruins of Tinj Castle. In a
considerably large area in a number of places, one can see the mortar
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walls and a mass of stones. But due to heavy damage it is difficult to
determine the ground plan of the building. Fragments of wickerwork
have been found (they are exhibited in the Museum) one arrow, two
knives, a damaged ring and a fragment of Middle Age ceramics of
dark gray colour with ingredients of calcites. An upper Neolithic
grindstone has also accidentally been found here.”

5. Locality Radonje

Radonje is located alongside the road leading from Tinj towards
Rastane. On the right side of the road there are two parallel walls that
are made from rude trimmed stones and mortar and between them is
mortar. According to old folklore people used to search this area for
the treasure.

On this position, northeast from “the grave” right from the road
there are tracks of Roman buildings and stone clusters. This is what
one could expect because this field is suitable for the building of Vila
Rustica. The surrounding area contains plowed fields and below it is a
source of water.10

In this area Don Kazimir Perkovi¢ found, in 1935, an ornamental
stone with oak leaves.!! This head stone from an antique era is now in
the local Museum in Biograd as the part of the collection inheritances
of Don Kazimir Perkovi¢.12

6. The Church of Saint Peter in Bubinjani

The Tinj Church of Saint Peter is in the Bubinjani area. This
church is from Roman times. It has well preserved peripheral large
walls and apses, which are externally square but internally round.

The apses are eroded but some door rests are visible. The church
was longitudinal, and it was oriented east-west. At the church there
was a cemetery, and the settlement was situated a little further down
from the chutch. 13
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7. The Area Dratice

The area Dracice is below the ruins of Tinj. The ruins of a Middle
Ages Castle are visible from here and the apses in particular. Further
in-depth research of the field would provide even more information.

South-West from these ruins in the vertically cut soil are tracks of
graves, also from the Middle Ages, that are made from stone boards
without mortar as well as many human bones laying in disorder.!4

8. Positions of the fences

South of the Pedisi¢ house towards the fence and the ploughed
fields of Mumovac, one can find the remains of a large property
which in the last years have been completely destroyed.

In 1978 two smaller archeological probes were dug out here. In
one of the probes, part of a watering place space was discovered.
Also, plaster pieces about half a meter thick were dug out together
with the mosaic floor. In 1986 during a further dig in the same area,
tracks of walls were noticed. Regarding that find, J. Alacevi¢ says that
it unearthed the discovery of a wall around 20 meters in length as well
as a mosaic floor in white and black.

In the surrounding area, numerous fragments of containers,
building bricks with seals and Roman Imperial Coins have been
discovered. Some 39 bronze coins, mainly from early Byzantine era,
have been donated to Split Archaeological Museum. !>

The Name Tinj

Archeaological evidence shows that this settlement has had
continuous and on-going habitation since Liburnian times. Threfore it
is reasonable to assume that the the place name Tinium'¢ is of
Liburian origin. The Liburnians were an ancient people inhabiting the
coastal region of the northeastern Adriatic between the rivers Arsia
(Rasa) and Titius (Krka). Etymologist Petar Skoku suggests that the
placename Tinj is from this pre-Croatian time and in the free
interpretation has the meaning partition, fence, housing.!”
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The Middle Ages

There are numerous contemporary documents that refer to Tinj
that are from the era of Croatian National Rulers and some
documents date to the later Turkish invasions. It is therefore highly
likely that Tinj was a both a bigger and a more important settlement
in the Middle Ages then in the Modern era.

During the era of Croatian National Rulers, Tinj was in the centre
of the old Croatian county Sidraga. The first time this county is
mentioned is in a list of Croatian Counties during the rule of
Byzantine Emperor Constantine VII Porphyrogenitus “The Purple-
Born” (CE 905-959).18

The county Sidraga with her main town Royal Biograd was in the
age of the Croatian Kings able to compete with any other Croatian
region and in the sense of importance, Nin was its only rival. No
other Croatian region has as many studied and preserved Middle Age
documents as the county Sidraga and in particular Biograd, Rogovo
Aby, Vrana and Tinj.1?

According to contemporary written sources the County Sidraga
was divided in more sub-counties, while Sidraga in the narrower sense
had its centre in Tinj.2" The sub-county of Sidraga gave its name to
the county as a whole because the Zupan or county ruler had his
headquarters here.?! Other sub-counties were Miranje, Blato, Nadin,
Zablace and Tukljaca.??

Until the coronation of Croatian King Drzislav in the year 990, the
centre of the county of Sidraga, which used to be in Biograd, was
located in Tinj.?> As such county rulers held their courts in Tinj, until
the twelfth century, near the church of Saint John which gave its
name to the whole county.?*

Lots of Crown Properties are mentioned within the county of
Sidraga. The centre of the property was the Crown Courts which are
also frequently referred to in historical contemporary documents. In
these Croatian dynastical documents, the areas that were especially
distinguished are: Vrana, Tinj, Rogovo, Tikljaca and Gorica.?
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The earliest surviving mention of Tinj in a historical document is
in 1069 in a Deed of Donation from King Peter Kresimir IV.26 In this
document King Peter Kresimir IV donates Crown ILand of
Rosohatica, which stretches from the river to the hill of Tinj, to the
Convent St. Tomas in Biograd. This Monastery had been established
a few years eatlier, about 1065, 27 on land that King Peter Kresimir IV
had donated in the form of a royal gift to the religious order. In the
1069 Deed of Donation document Tinj is mentioned twice. The
document says that the land of Rosohatica borders with the
Mogorovi¢ family property. In this document King Peter Kresimir IV
calls himself King of Croats and Dalmatians.

This document attests that Tinj had initially been Crown Property
and it also establishes that the old Croatian Noble Family Mogorovi¢
had land possessions in Tinj. The document that was written in
October 1069 was witnessed by an Archbishop, a Croatian Bishop, a
Viceroy and many others.

In the 12th century Tinj becomes the headquarters of Sidraga
County. Croatian Noblemen of Sidraga County now gather in Tinj
and the table was presided over by the County Head who held the
title Zupan. The Croatian Kingdom’s Lawsuits Court of the Third Appeal
was also gathered here.?8

Other early surviving historical documents are about a dispute
between the Templars of Vrana and the Benedictines of Rogovo. The
documents state that King Bela delegated a Court in order to solve
this dispute and that the court was held in Tinj in the Church of Saint
Ivan on the 9th July 1194. A large portion of these documents are
transcripts of session proceedings and the various presented
arguments. 2

The final court decision created a dividing line that went from Tin;
to Kakma to Vrbica. The eastern part of this division, which also
included the largest part of the rich soils, was to be held by the
Templars and the western part by the Benedictines. The Kakma
Springs thus become the property of the Templars of Vrana.
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That this dispute must have been of grave importance with
potentially serious consequences is confirmed by the participation of
so many of the kingdoms high ranking officials. The documents state
that among those present at the trial included the Archbishop of Split,
the Bishop of Nin, the Duke of Zadar as well as the Duke of Split.
Some of the court witnesses that are mentioned are Grgur the
Archbishop of Bar, Vincent Abbot of Saint Kr$evan Church and the
two County Heads of Deomir and Velkomir. The County Head of
Sidraga would also have been present.

In 1183 there exists another interesting document in which the
then Pope Lucius III (7700-71185) confirms all vested rights to the
Monastery of Saint Kuzme and Damjana, among others, of the area
of Tinj and Bubnjan,® and in another paper his successor Pope
Clement III (7730-17191) states the same.!

There are more documents from the 12th and 13th centuries that
mention Tinj and the majority of them are about arguments between
the Templars of Vrana and the Rogovo Benedictines, Nuns of Saint
Tomas from Biograd and Saint Demetrius of Zadar.3> Most disputes
were about real estate.

An 1164 charter also shows that Tinj had its own judge.’® Thus
from this time on, a Royal Department had become situated in Tinj.
It had substantial judicial authority and seems to mainly have been
responsible for resolving these types of disputes. The person who was
in charge carried the title of Count. In 1343 the title of Count went to
a certain Nelipi¢, and in 1357 to Dobrinja and in 1379 to Mavro.’*

Politically, Tinj played its largest role during the age of Croatian
National Rulers but its importance also extended into the era of its
Hungarian-Croatian Rulers especially while it was the headquarters of
the county of Sidraga. However, starting from the 14th century the
power and reputation of the knighthood Vrana Templars grows and
in turn the power and importance of Tinj falls. This decline continues
during Venetian rule and also during Turkish rule.?

In 1409 Ladislaus of Naples sold his rights to the kingdom of
Dalmatia to the Venetian Republic for 100,000 ducats (#be yearly salary
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Jfor a professional soldiers was about 12 ducats). Thus, Zadar and Coastal
Dalmatia became Venetian property including the County of Sidraga
and Tinj.3¢

During Venetian administration Tinj becomes part of the Vrana
district.’” In 1451 the Duke of Zadar dectrees the appointment of
Vik$u Kozmica as the judge of Tinj.?® This shows that the common-
law of Vrana now applies in Tinj.

The Turkish Era

After Bosnia fell, Turkish units moved forward to plunder and
pillage the territory of north Dalmatia which was partly under the
power of the Hungarian-Croatian King and partly under the power of
Venetians. Tinj was under Venetian administration.

In 1482 the Turks pillaged the hinterlands of Biograd and Zadar.?
Tinj and Bubnjani were also devastated. That Tinj was among the
pillaged areas can be concluded because it is recorded that 21 Parish
Priests, who wetre from the Venetian Government, asked for an
exemption from the Tenth Tax. Tinj’s Pavao Parish Priest and
Bubnjan’s Parish Priest were among those parish priests asking for
the tax exemption.*’

The Turks returned in 1499 to again cause death and devastation.
This time they also took captives for enslavement. This event was
recorded by the local chronicler Simun Glavi¢ where he writes:

In the year of 1499 Skender Pasa came with the Turks in
Croatia on June 21 and took 700 men and killed Ivanka
from Hraséak and Luku from Rasicah and Martina from
Mahurcih and Jakova from Trscah and Vida from Mirah

and Stipana from Rogovi Pisca.*!

Since Turkish Raiders devastated both Rogovo (Rogovi) and
Rastane (Hrascah) it is most likely that that they also pillaged Tinj.
These Turkish pillaging missions became frequent in the first half of
16th Century, especially along the Kotari (the areas north of Zadar,
Biograd and Sibenik through to the Velebit Mountains).
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At the beginning of the Cyprus War of 1570 a force of 15,000
Turks invaded Kotari. They completely devastated entire areas, both
village and dwelling, and took away cattle and slaves. They scorched
all the maritime coastlands villages including Biograd. From the
Varijeri inspections of 1579 it is clear that Biograd had lost all of its
population. The Venetian Governor Alvise Grimani, after seeing that
the people did not have anywhere to take shelter, rebuilt the fortress
of Biograd which then had some 60 families from Tinj temporarily
resettled.*?

Apostolic Augustin Valier visited Biograd in 1579 and entered its
church declaring that it was without T7#u/us (a legal document that
establishes relations) because the people living there were refugees
from Tinj which had been conquered by the Turks.*?

After the liberation of some of the coastal region, the Bosnian
Beglerbeg Ferhadpasa Sokolovi¢ built in Kotari a few religious,
educational and humanitarian institutions. For the maintenance of
these institutions he gave up a large property in Tinj, which was being
managed by the Mutevelija, a Turkish high ranked administrator.**

In this era, the villages of Gorica, Hras¢ane and Prkos belonged to
Tinj Parish.4® A description of Tinj from 1624 says that a wall
surrounded it and that 30 families lived in around the town. Tinj
became the ownership of Ferhatpasha, the son of Hasanbegov.40

The Uskoks of Senj (the word uskok translates into something like ‘the
ones who ambush’), who for almost a century had waged a successful
guerilla war against the Turks from Lika to Boka of Kotor, were by
the end of 16th century and in the beginning of 17th century making
inroads towards Tinj. The Uskoks were a military unit situated
alongside the Turkish border that carried out mission into Turkish
occupied areas and they are also sometimes described as local guerrilla
fighters that frequently harassed the Ottomans.

By the end of September 1590, a group of 400 Uskoks broke
through the river Neretva and attacked Gabela. They defeated the
local defence force and within two days had taken control of the
region. Seven days later, as they were making their return sailing
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through the channel of Pasman, they disembark ashore between
Turnj and Biograd. There they broke into the Turkish controlled area
around Tinj and carried off both plunder and slaves.*’

On the 11th April 1604 another 300 Uskoks from Senj, this time
under the leadership of Ivan Vlatkovi¢, disembarked near the village
of Krmcina. They went ashore across on the Turkish side close to
Tinj and Bubnjan. They raided the area and were recorded to have
taken away 20 men and 200 heads of cattle.8

During The Cretan War, also known as War of Candia or as the
Fifth Ottoman—Venetian War, Venetians on the 7" of April 1647
took Tinj back from the Turks. Tinj however was eventually returned
to the Turks as a result of the demarcation treaty between Venice and
Turkey. It was not until the War of the Holy League (7683 - 1699)
after the siege of Vienna that the Turks finally abandoned Tinj in
1684.4

A document mentions that in 1672, during the War of Hondjj,
Turkish serfs from Tinj escaped and settled on the Venetian territory
of Krmcina.>

When the Venetian General Foscolo in 1648 expelled the Turks
from Sidraga, he ordered all the walls and fortresses to be destroyed.
This is when Nadin, Tinj, Vranu and Vrcéevo were turned into ruins.
Foscolo did that in order to divide and separate Venetian property
from constant Turkish raids. The idea was to create a vast empty area
in order to discourage Day Raiders. The fields of Vrana and the valley
of Nadin were turned into in a huge neglected swamp during this
systematic destruction.!

According to the records of Abbey of Rogovo this is why ancient
Sidraga, which flourished until the Cyprus War, started the 18th
century completely neglected and destroyed.>?> He writes that Sidraga
had recovered reasonably well from the Cyprus War because the
Turks had liked the settlement of Vrana and encouraged proficient
use of the arable lands, in particular the fields of Vrana.

34


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ottoman%E2%80%93Venetian_Wars

When the Venetian Republic in the 18th century started to lose
powet, it put an end to its concern for the now devastated part of
North Dalmatia. As a result, people pressed by fever, hunger and
plague rose and besieged Zadar in 1764.

During the 19th century the County of Sidraga was in a terrible
state.”> However the digging up of the Prosika Channel and the
subsequent restoration of the Vrana fields eventually improved the
living conditions in the whole of the Biograd area including Tinj.

Tinj Parish Religious life

Because of frequent changes to political borders, the County of
Sidraga often belonged to different dioceses. Until 1125 the office of
the Bishop of Sidraga belonged to the administrative division of
Biograd but when the Bishop's Chair was transferred to Skradin a
dispute erupted about the borders. The Parliament (Sabor) of Split
therefore in 1185 assigned the whole County of Sidraga to Biograd
Littoral and Bishopric of Skradin while the islands remained in the
Zadar Diocese. Later northern Sidraga was moved from the coastal
administrative territory and annexed to the Zadar district (7242—1327)
and the Archbishop of Zadar now had jurisdiction over this area,
contrary to the parliamentary decision of 1185.

The border transfer is further proved by a request of Zadar
Archdeacon Dimitri Matafari¢ in 1344, where he explicitly says that
Rogovo with belonging villages pertain to the Zadar dioceses and that
he in that name collect the Tenth Tax of the crop. The Cameral
Records of Abbey of Rogovo include Zadar also.

One Rogovo document from the year 1325 says that Vrbica
belongs partly to the diocese of Zadar and partly to the Skradin
diocese. The other parts of Sidraga County belonged to the
Archpriest of Tinj who also held the jurisdiction of the Skradin
bishopric.>* It can confidently be concluded from this document that
Tinj had its own archpriest.
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After the 1125 destruction of Biograd the bishop of Skradin had
his house in Tinj.>> Though, from 1409 there is no doubt that Tinj
belongs to the Zadar archbishopric.>® During the Turkish Rule there
is no exact way of knowing who had jurisdiction of Tinj or its
surrounding area, whether it was the bishop of Skaradin, Nin or
Zadar.57 When the Turks left in 1683 the whole of Sidraga including
Tinj became part of Zadar Diocese.”®

All of Sidraga practiced in the Roman Liturgy in the Old Croatian
language. Priests were saying mass in Glagolitic (old Croatian) and
church records like marriage and birth records were written in
Glagolitic. Glagolitic was also used for any inscription along the
churches.>® That this was also the case in Tinj is confirmed with the
legible Glagolitic inscriptions that are found on the lintel in the back
room of the old parish house. The Inscription marks the year 1468.
Church records taken between 1825 and 1855 were written in
Croatian but with the Latin alphabet.®0

A document from 1172 says that the county head of Sidraga,
Desen Slavinov, awarded the Saint Kuzme Convent the Damjan
Estates, which had originally taken away from them. At this occasion,
in Tinj, the Abbots of the convents Saint Kuzme and Damjan Nikifor
are in front of the Priest Chaplain Sadiluk and Deacon Stojano, who
brought relics, executed the oath and confirmed the charter. The
attending priests and chaplains probably served in Tinj.6!

If Tinj in 1325 had its own archpriest it is easy to conclude that it
had been a parish for an extended period of time to have been able to
reach that level of importance. Tinj parish priests are mentioned in
notes from 1486 and in the bishop's synod from 1566. When the
Zadar Archbishopric was created in 1851 Tinj became an
independent chaplainty under Biograd Dean's Office.0?
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Priests and Chaplains of Tinj between 1482 and 1891

Pavao® 1482
Ivan 1488
Mateo Kapitanovi¢ 1516
Mateo Morovié 1565
Juraj Pareti¢ 1673
Antonio Matuli 1721
Mihael Beli¢ 1737
Martin Matulj 1771
Marko Krasti¢ (from Vrgada) 1815
Mihael Kastelani¢ 1820
Juraj Matuli¢ 1830
Tome Radovic 1840
Ivan Mihovilovié¢ 1843
Ivan Ricov Kapelan64 1863
Bozo Petesic¢65 1891

Two Glagolitic priests came from Bubinjan near Tinj. They were
Martin Bustri¢ 1695 and Sime Bustri¢ 1714.

Before 1808 there was a Church Guild called Ivan Krstiteli (John the
Baptist) which had 24 members and it derived its income from charity
and crop.%0

The Population of Tinj

In 1403 Vitko and Petar Raci¢ are mentioned as inhabitants of
Tinj.7 During Tutkish rule in 1636 there were 230 inhabitants
recorded in Tinj.%8 In 1673 Tinj recorded 244 inhabitants and in 1754
the records show 101 inhabitants.®?

In 1709 these surnames are recorded among Tinj’s inhabitants:”
Grozdani¢, Mari¢, Supi¢, Badi¢, Buli¢, Kresovi¢, Selak, Marasevié,
Silovi¢, Radié¢, Blazevi¢, Maleti¢ and Mirilovid.

And Bubnjani had in 1709 these surnames:”! Benja, Klai¢, Kulas,
Mijaljevi¢, Jerkovic, Bustri¢, Buli¢, Frleta, Kursija, Boraja and Vukoja.
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In accordance with the list of households from 179172 and
cadastre registry maps’® Tinj had these last names: Njegovi¢, Cakarun,
Kresovi¢, Frleta, Glumac, Rudi¢, Sodi¢, Lemezina, Jerkovi¢, Klaig,
Bustri¢, Marasevié¢, Radi¢, Dindevi¢, Kurt, Silovi¢, Bagi¢, Selak,
Loncar, Stampalija, Simi¢, Mari¢, Brankovi¢, Vekioni, Stratiko, Benja,
Albinoni and Jutjevic.”

In the birth registers” of 1825 — 1850, the marriage registers of
1825 — 1855 and the death registers of 1825 — 1833 these surnames
are found: Lemezina, éirjak, Erli¢, Vrki¢, Toki¢, Pertora, Jurjevic,
Marici¢, Morati (Kakma), Ivi¢, Loncar, Juki¢, Draca, Rogi¢, Matinovié
(Kakma) and Silovi¢.

From these lists of surnames, it can be concluded that there were
regular migration movements, most probably caused by the frequency
of warfare. In the 19th century newly settled population mostly came
from Bukovica. Many of today's population in Tinj know what part of
Bukovica they originally came from.

Census figures from Tinj 1857 to 1981

Year 1857 1869 1880 1890
Inhabitants 431 249 198 179
Year 1900 1910 1931 1948
Inhabitants 219 315 394 534
Year 1953 1961 1971 1981
Inhabitants 619 701 784 719
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The Church in Tinj

The oldest known church in Tinj that is mentioned in written
documents is the Church of Saint Ivan Kirstitelja (Saint John the
Baptist) on the ancient Ruins of Gradina. It is mentions in 1194 in
“Ecclesia Sancti Johannis de Tino” 77 (Latin: in the church of Saint
John of Tinj). The age of the church can be estimated by the beam
that partitions the altar which is from the Early Middle Ages (9th —
11th century) and by the church gates from this era, that were
discovered during the reconstruction of the church after the Croatian
Homeland War. The beam belonged to the church shrine and was
decorated with hooks.”®

During the pastoral campaign of Archbishop Karaman in 1760 the
church was unable to house the gathering so Karaman had to hold
mass in the open air. The church was financed in 1852 and this is
when it got its cutrent building shape with the squate apse.”’
According to a 1837 Cadastre 8 (the official register of real estate
ownership used in apportioning taxes), the church of Saint Ivan had a

39



semicircle apse and the west facade of the church leant on the rest of
the square old castle.

The cemetery is today in front of the church, and from the
description of the castle of Tinj in the cadastre map by Bijanchin 8!
and L. Jeli¢ 82, we can see that today's local cemetery had until the
19th century also been the old castle of Tinj. Today’s church is
leaning on the old square tower of this castle, but the walls of the
castles are barely noticeable in the cemetery.

The church bell was dedicated in 1936. On the small bell is the
inscription: "In memory of the hundredth anniversary of the Croatian
Anthem, Salio Kvirin Lebis, Zagreb 1936". On the large bell is the
inscription: "In memory of the 1000th anniversary of the Croatian
Kingdom, Salio Kvirin Lebis, Zagreb 1936.” The church was burnt
down during the Croatian Homeland War, but the locals and the
Archbishopric had it rebuilt.

If the cemetery was on the spot of the old castle all the way until
the 19th century it can be concluded that the mentioned area of
Poposnica,3? during the middle Ages, is where the original cemetery
and chapel of Tinj was. There are traditional oral stories that confirm
that this is where the old church and cemetery used to be.

Church of Saint Peter in Bubnjani

The ruins of an abandoned village along with a small Romanesque
church and an ancient cemetery are found within the fields westward
of the village Selo. These are the remnants of the old Croatian village
Bubnjani and the ruins of the Church of Saint Peter, foundation of
the Gusi¢a family Clan. This church, together with the surrounding
land, was donated to the abbesses of Saint Dimitrij and Saint Tom in
Zadar. The abbesses owned some real estate in this village even prior
to this donation.

When Crusaders in 1202 during the Fourth Crusade blockaded
Zadar, local nuns tried to take shelter on this property near the
Church of Saint Peter. Eventually because of the pressure of the
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surrounding nobleman, they took shelter with the Benedictines on
Cokovac. As a gratitude for the benefaction, they donated their
property including the Church of Saint Peter to the Benedictines with
the permission of the Bishop of Skradin and the former owners of
Gusi¢. This is how this property became the ownership of the
Benedictines of Rogovo. The charter of donation was witnessed and
confirmed by the Bishop of Skaradin and by representatives of the
surrounding families Mogorovi¢, Hlevljan, Kaci¢, Lisnicar, Virevic,
Glamo¢an and Cudomirié.8 There were still four nuns alive in
Bubnjani in 1207 (Dragusa, Grda, Premila and Dobrusa).8>

Pope Innocent III confirms in a document from 1209 the acquired
rights of the Benedictines of Rogovo over the church of St Peter and
surrounding properties in Bubnjani.8

Historians believe that this village prospered until the arrival of the
Turks, but subsequent frequent raiding forced the inhabitants to
abandon it. 87 However, a settlement and family document of 1709 88
lists both Bubnjani and its inhabitants.

The 1791 * census and cadastre maps % shows surnames in Tinj
that in 1709 were also listed in Bubnjani. The family houses of these
Bubnjani surnames were situated in an area that today is called Selo.

This would indicate that the Village of Selo was formerly a part of
Bubnjani, and there is a possibility that the inhabitants withdrew from
the fields around the church of Saint Peter to the more favourable
fields of today’s Village of Selo.

A story among village elders says that the settlement around the
church of Saint Peter disappeared because of the plague.
Nevertheless, the place name of Bubnjani has been completely lost.

On the cadastre map °! transcript from 1837 there is a drawing of
the church of Saint Peter but Bijanchini 92, this report mentions the
church without saying that it was destroyed. From the cadastre census
in 1709 9 and 1791 %4 it can be seen that the church of Saint Peter
has had its own properties. We can conclude that the Church of Saint
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Peter was fully functioning until the middle of 19th century when it
was reported to be without a roof.

Abandoned by the passing of time the church today has
considerably damaged walls without apses and all around are the
remnants of a cemetery from the Middle Ages with fallen
tombstones. And from the south of the church, the rest of the
settlement is visible.

The Church of Saint Paskal

The new parish church Saint Paskal was built during the service of
Vicar Don Tito Sarin at the heart of the village of Selo.

The Archbishop Marijan Oblak consecrated the church on the
10th October 1976. Next to the church, a 19-meter-high belfry was
built, and a new bell was inaugurated on the 1st of May 1978. During
the Croatian Homeland War this church was completely destroyed
and pulled down to its foundations.

It is rumoured that the sculpture of Saint Paskal was brought in
sometime during the second half of 19th century from the Franciscan
convent in Karin. It is probable that new settlers coming from
Bukovice also brought with them the cult of Saint Paskal, as Tinj had
neither the Saint Ivan Kirstitelj nor the Saint Peter Cult.

Conclusion

The history of Tinj Parish is both turbulent and reflective, it is part
of the history of Ravnih Kotar and the whole of Croatia. However,
this essay did not include the history of the 20th century and in
particular the two World Wars nor the Homeland War because all
these periods really require both comprehensive in-depth and separate
research. With regards to archaeological areas in Tinj it is also clear
that further investigation is needed, especially around the church of
Saint Ivan and the ancient Gradina.
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Zupa Tinj Kroz Vjekove

Mjesto Tinj se u biogradskom zaledu jugozapadno od Polace.
Prostire se ispod dva brezuljka Gradine I Gubanice. Dansnje mjesto
se dijeli u Cetri zaseoka i to: Gradina, Zagradina, Selo i varo$ Jurjevica.
Sa sjeverne i sjevernoistocne strane granici sa LiSanima Tinjskim i
Polacom, a sa juzne i jugozapadne strane Kakmom i Sikovom. Na
zapadnoj strani su Rastane. Sa 119 m visoke tinjske glavice pogled se
$iri prema Bukovici, Pakostanima, otocima, obuhvaca ¢itavi Vranski
bazen te se $iri prema Zemuniku 1 Nadinu.

Jos 1 danas postoji u naradu prica da su Turci, bjezeci iz ovih
krajeva 1 zaleci za izgubljenim Tinjem, Vranom i Nadinom rekli: “Ajoj
Vrana ljuta rano, a tiTinju lijepi poglede i Nadine debela janjetino.”

Ispod mijesta prostire se plodna zatinjska ravnica. Gornji dio
plodnog tla Bogom je dan za uzgoj vinove loze, maslina i ostalih
mediteranskih vocki, a donji dio polje, zbog obilnih izvora, za uzgoj
povrtlarskih kultura.

Blizina izvora Kakme i tinjske vrulje, te plodno polje, osiguravalo
je oduvijek uvjete pogodne za zivot.

Prapovijest

Tragove zivota u ovom mjestu nalazimo jo§ iz neolitickog
razdoblja, a nalazimo ostatke i iz ilirskog 1 starohrvatskog vremena i to
na vise mjesta. U Zavicajnom muzeju u Biogradu nalaze se predmeti
iz neolitskog ' i anti¢kog * vremena, pronadeni u Tinju.

Neoliticko naselje u Tinju

Nalzi iz neolit¢kog vremena su pronadeni na lokalitetu Podlivade °
iidu red najbogatijih neolitickih naselja u naSem primorju.*

“Neoliticko naselje u Tinju smjesteno je podno kose na kojoj je
danasnje selo, odnosno uz rub polja oko izvora vode na plozaju
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Podlivade, na povrsini oko 300 x 300 m. Oranjem traktorima vec¢ se
poodvano izbacuje mnogo kulturnih ostatka tog naselja. U vise
navrata po povrsini tog naselja skupljeno je i spaseno mnogo tih
ostataka, nekoliko tisu¢a veéinom kremenih predmeta i ulomaka
zemljanih posuda ali i razlicite druge grade.

Veéinom je ona smjestena u Arheoloskom muzeju u Zadru, a
manjim dijelom u Zavicajnom muzeju u Biogradu i Benkovcu.
Odmah je zapazeno da se tu nalaze iskljucivo ostaci ranog neolitika.
Od kasnijih tragova nadena ja samo jedna kamena strijelica
najvjerojatnije iz kasnoga neolitika, te ulomak zemljane posude iz
bakrenog doba §to su, bez sumnje, tu naknadno dospjeli kao
osamljeni predmeti i ne ¢ine dio kulturnih naslaga ni naselja.

Zbog zapazenog bogatstva kulture i nekih novih pojava u tom
naselju 1984. Izvedena su pokusna istrazivanja. Iskopane su dvije
sonde, svaka velicine 5 x 5 m ili ukupno 50 m? U njima su
ustanovljene kulturne naslage debljine do 60 cm s bogatim ostacima
naselja i kulture isklju¢ivo iz ranog neolitika.” >

Arheoloski lokaliteti

U zavicajnom muzeju u Biogradu nalazimo i dokumentaciju o
arheolosim lokalitetima u Tinju. Dokumentaciju je pripremila mr.
Branka Juraga, arheolog.

1. Gradina

“Srednjovjekovni kastel na vrhu glavice. Cetvrtasta kula, a na
sjeverozapadnoj strani blize zapadnom uglu je jaka cetvrtasta kula. Uz
ovu kulu i vanjsko lice kastelaje dogradena danasnja Crkva sv Ivana.
Ova je crkva podignuta na temeljima stare, koju su vjerojatno Turci u
16 st. porusili. Sav kastel izgleda kao grad starijeg srednjovjekovnog
doba, stariji od 11 st. kad se Tinj prvi puta spominje. U tlocrtu se
tinjski grad potpuno slaze s krunskim dvorom u Rogovu, te bi mogli
kazati da je tinjski kastel ranijeg srednjeg vijeka. Tinjski kastel je
najbolje sacuvani uzorak upanijskog grada koji je istodobno bio
srediste obliznjih krbavskih posjeda. U njemu boravi zupan, a nekada
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1 vladar sa dvorom. Oko kastela vide se tragovi ranijih zgrada za
stanovanje. Na rubovima oko kastela vide se tragovi zidova velikog
okruglog vijenca koji podsjeca na gradiliSte ili kaSteljar iz
predhistorijskog doba. Mozda ima i rasutth zgrada. Tinj obiluje 1
starijim spomenicima (stari rimski put i kolnici na Zljebove). Uz stari
put sto od Tinja vodi na Vransko jezero preko oranica Mackovca vide
se razne rusevine. U jednoj od tih gomila je knez Borelli vranski
1890.g. otkrio ostatke rimske kuce. U grobovima se naslo nesto

lakrimarija, posudica od zemlje.” °

2. Poposnica

"Ovaj se lokalitet nalazi podno tinjske gradine, a naziv lokaliteta
potjece odatle $to je ta zemlja nekad pripadala popu. Na nesto
uzvisenom terenu u odnosu na okolni ispod zemlje, a dijelomicno i na
povisini, vide se tragovi sakralnog objekta, orijentira u stn-jeru istok-
zapad. TeSko je nesto odredenije re¢i o ovom objektu jer je pod
zemljom.

Jugozapadno od crkve, na mjestu gdje se zemlja odronjava, vide se
skeletni grobovi. Grob je graden od tankih vapnenackih ploca.
Vijerojatno je ova crkva imala grobni karakter i spada u srednji vijek
kao i groblje koje se nalazi ukolo.”’

3. Matkovac

”Sjeverno od Mackovaca s jedne i s druge strane puta, u krugu od
oko 150 m, vide se ostaci zidova u malti i mnogo ulomaka keramike.
Po vrsti keramike 1 polozaju na kojem se nalaze ostaci arhitekture
(obradive livade, blizina vode, zasticenost od vjetrova) pretpostavlja
se da je na Ovom mjestu u rimsko doba bio izgraden gospodarski
objekt (vila rostica)." ®

4. Medine

"Nalazi se juzno od tinjske gradine. Na dosta velikom Prostoru na
vise mjesta nailazi se zidove radene u malti i gomile kamenja. Zbog
jakog devastiranja tesko je odrediti tlocrt gradevine. Naislo se na
ulomke pletera (nalaze se u Muzeju) jednu strelicu, dva noza, ostec¢en
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prsten te ulomak srednjovjekovne keramike tamno sive boje, s
primjesom kalcita. Pronaden je i gornji dio neolitskog zrvnja ondje
slu¢ajno dospio.””’

5. Lokalitet Radonje

"Nalazi se na putu od Tinja prema Rastanima. Na desno od puta
vide se dva usporedna zida radena od grubo tesanoga kamena u malti,
a izmedu njih je maita. Po pri¢anju mjestana tu su ljudi nekada trazili
blago.

Na tom polozaju, sjeveroistocno od “grobnice”, kako mijestani
nazivaju gore opisano zdanje, desno od puta vide se tragovi rimskih
gradevina 1 kamenih gomila. To je 1 za ocekivati jer je teren povoljan
za gradnju vila rustica. Naokolo su oranice, a ispod njih je izvor
vode." "’

Na ovom lokalitetu je g. 1935. don Kazimir Perkovi¢ pronasao
ornamentalni kamen s hrastovim lis¢em." Kamena glavica iz antickog
vremena nalazi se u Zavicajnom muzeju u Biogradu u zbirci
ostavstine don KaZimira Perkoviéa. '*

6. Crkva sv Petra n Bubinjanima

”Crkva sv. Petra nalazi se u Tinju (lokalitet Bunjani). Crkva spada u
romanicki period. Sacuvani su dosta veliki zidovi, perimentalni, te
apsida koja je s vanjske strane Cetvrtasta, a s unutrasnje obla.

Apsida je porusena. Takoder se naziru ostaci vratiju. Crkva je bila
longitudinalna 1 orijentirana istok — zapad. Oko crkva je bilo groblje, a
malo podalje od nje prostiralo se naselje.” 13

7. Lokalitet Dralice

“Nalazi se ispod tinjske gradine. Vide se ostaci srednjovjekove
gradine 1 to apside. Temeljnim pregledom terena uocilo bi se vise
podataka. Na jugozapad od ovih ostataka u okomito odsjec¢enoj zemlji
vide se tragovi srednjovijekovnih grobova radenih od kamenih ploca
bez malte, kao i mnogo ljudskih kostiju koje su ispreturane” '*
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8. Polozaj Ograde

“Juzno od kuce Pedisi¢, na polozaju Ograde i oranice Mumovac,
nalaze se ostaci velikog gospodarskog imanja koje je zadnjih godina
potpuno unisteno. Godine 1978., na ovom su polozaju iskopane dvije
manje sonde. U jednoj je otkriven dio kupalisnog prostora. Uokolo su
lezali oko 0,50 m debeli komadi zbuke s mozaickim podom koji su
iskopani rovokopacem.

Ponovnim obilaskom tog polozaja god. 1986. tragovi zidova nisu
uoceni. O ovom objektu javlja 1 J. Alacevi¢ 1 kaze da je otkriven zid
dug oko 20 m, i pod od mozaika u bijeloj 1 crnoj boji. U okolisu su
pronadeni brojni ulomci posuda, gradevinske opeke sa zZigovima i
rimski carski novac. Mozda su to oni novci koje spominje kao
darovane Arheoloskom muzeju u Splitu i to 39 broncanih novaca
veéinom Konstantina i nesto Golijana.” "

Naziv mjesta Tinj

“Zbog neprekidne naseljenosti ovo mjesto nosi naziv jo$ iz
liburniskog vremena (Tinium '°).” “Naziv mjesta Tinj po etimologu
Petru Skoku potjece iz predhrvatskog doba 1 u slobodnom tumacenju
ima znacenje — pregrada, ograda, kuéiste.” "’

Srednyji vijek

Da je Tinj bio vece i vaznije naselje za vrijeme hrvatskih narodnih
vladara i kasnije do provale Turaka moze se zakljuciti iz brojnih spisa
kiji spominju mjesto Tinj.

Za vrijeme hrvatskih narodnih vladara Tinj se nalazi u sreddistu
strohrvatske zupanije Sidraga. Ime ove zupanije prvi put susreemo
kod popisa hrvatskih  Zupanijabiyantskog cara Konstantina
Porfirogeneta. '* “Zupanija Sidraga moze se svojom proslo¢u natjecati
sa svakim drugim hrvatskim krajem, a njezinom poglavitom gradu
Kraljevskom Biogradu u doba hrvatskih kraljeva premac je samo Nin.
Nijjednim se hrvatskim krajem ne bavi toliko sacuvanih
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srednjovijekovnih isprava kao Sidragom upoce, a poglavito
Biogradom, rogovskom opatijom, Vranom i Tinjem.” "

“Zupanija Sidraga po pisanim iyvorima ondasnjega doba dijeli se
na vise podzupanija: Sidraga u uzem smislu sa sredistem u Tinju”.”
”To je poglavito sidraska podZzupanija, po kojoj se svekolika zupanija
prozvala, jer su u Tinj stovali Zupani.” *' Zatim imamo podzupanije
miranjska, blatska, nadinska, zablatska i tukljacka. *

Do krunidbe hrvatskog kraja Drzislava u Biogradu 990. g., Biograd
je srediste Zzupanije Sidraga, kad je to srediste bilo preneseno u Tinj.”
“Zupani su stolovali jo§ dvanaestog vijeka u Tinju kod crkve sv,.
Ivana, po kojoj se prozvala ¢itava Zupanija.” #

“Dosta se krunskih posjeda spominje u opsegu zupanije Sidraga, a
1 nekoliko krunskih dvorova, kiji bajahu srediStem recnih posjeda. U
ispravima iz hrvatske dinastije se osobito isticu Vrana, Tinj, Rogovo,
Tiklja¢a i Gorica.” »

Tinj se prvi puta spominje u povijesnim spisima davne 1069. g. u
darovnici kralja Petra Kresimira IV U toj ispravi kralj Petar
Kresimir IV dariva kraljevsku zemlju Rosohaticu od same rijecice pa
do brda Tinja samostanu sv. Tome u Biogradu.

Samostan je bio zadudzbina Petra Kresimira IV, a osnovan je oko
1065. godine.”” U toj ispravi Tinj se spominje dva puta. U Darovnici
pise da spomenuta zemlja Rosohotica grani¢i sa zemljom plemena
Mogorovi¢a. U istoj ispravi Kralj Petar Kresimir IV sebe naziva
kraljem Hrvata i Dalmatinaca. Kao svijedoci navode se jedan
nadiskup, hrvatski biskup, ban i mnogi drugi. Isprava je pisana u
mjesecu listopadu 1069. g. 1z ove isprave je vidljivo da je Tinju bila
zemlja koju Petar Krezimir IV daruje spomenutom samostanu. Isto
tako vidimo da je i straohrvatsko pleme Mogorovi¢a imalo svoje
posjede u Tinju.

U 12 st. Tinj se istice kao sjediste sidraske Zzupanije. Tu se okupljao
stol plemenitih ljudi Hrvata Zupanije Sidrage pod predsjedanjem
zupana, a isto tako tu se okupljao i sud hrvatske kraljevine za parnice
tre¢e molbe.” Tako kralj Bela 1194. utanaci delegirani sud da rijesi
spor $to nastade izmedu vranskih templara i rogovskih benediktinaca.
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Sud je zasjedao u crkvi sv. Ivana u Tinju. O tome nam svjedoci
dokument sa rasprava koja se vodila u Tinju u Crkvi sv. Ivana 9.
Stpnja 1194. g Spor je zavrien nagodbom tako da najveéi dio
plodnih zemalja, isto¢no od crte Tinj — Kakma — Vrbica drze
templari, a zapadno benediktinci. Izvor Kakme pripada templarima.
Da se radilo o ozbiljnoj stvari vidimo i po tome $to su na raspravi
sudjelovali medu ostalim nadbiskup splitski, ninski biskup, zadarski i
splitski knez, a medu svjedocima se spominju Grgur barski
nadbiskup, Vicencije opat sv. Krievana te dva zupana Deomir i
Velkomir. Jedan od dvojice Zupana je sigurno zupan sidraski.

Napominjemo da je jos papa Lucije III godine 1183. potvrduje sva
stecena prava smaostanu sv Kuzme i1 Damjana medu ostalim i ona na
podru¢ju Tinja i Bubnjana.” I njegov nasljednik Klement III u jednoj
svojoj ispravi to isto ¢ini.”!

Imamo vise iprava iz 12. 1 13. st. koje spominju Tinj, a vecina pise
o raspravama izmedu vranskih templara rogovskih benediktinaca
koludrica sv. Tome iz Biograda i sv. Dimitrija Zadarskog.” Sporovi su
se vodili uglavnom zbog zemljisnih posjeda.

Iz jedne listine iz godine 1164. vidimo da je Tinj imao i svoga
suca.” Od tog doba u Tinj je i ovlasteni kraljevski predstojnik zaduzen
za rjesavanje slicnih sprova, a nosio je titulu Konta, 1343. bio je to
izviesni Nelipi¢, 1357. Dobrinja i 1379. g. Mavro.™

Tinj je svoju najveéu ulogu imao u doba hrvatskih narodnih
vladara 1 za vrijeme ugarsko hrvatskih vladara dok je bio sjediste
sidraske zupanje, a od 14. st. u Vrani raste ugled i mo¢ viteskog reda
templara, a mo¢ 1 znacaj Tinja pada. To se nastavlja i za vrijeme
Mle¢ana i Turaka. [} Sramotnom prodajom ILadislava Napuljskog
1409. g., Zadra i primorske Dalmacije Mlecanima, pod njthovu je
potpala i Sidraga pa tako i Tinj.”

Za Mletacke uprave Tinj se nalazi u sastavu distrikta vranskog.”
Godine 1451. zadarski knez uz odobrenje vranskog kostelana
potvrdio je za suca u Tinju Vik§u Kozmiéa.” To nam svjedo¢i da je
Vransko obicajno pravo vrijedilo i za Tinj.
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Tursko Doba

Nakom pada Bosne turske cete se zalijeu u pljacku na teritorij
sjeverne dalmacije koja je bila jedinim dijelom pod vlascu ugarsko-
hrvatskog kralja, a drugim dijelom pod vlaséu Mlecana, Tinj je bio
pod mletackom upravom.

Godine 1482. Turci su oplijenili ¢itavo biogradsko i zadarsko
zalede.” Medu opljackanim mijestima nalazi se Tinj i Bubnjani. To
zaklju¢ejemo po $to se medu 21 Zupnikom, koji od mletacke vlade
traze oprost od davanja desetine nalazi Pavao zupnik iz Tinja Zupnik
iz Bubnjana.” Turci opet pljackaju, ubijaju i odvode $uznje 1499. g. O
tim dogadajima zabiljezio je domadi lietopisac Simun Glavi¢ ove
zanimljive podatke: “1499. ljeta tada pride Skender pasa s Turci v
Hrvate na 21. jjuna i uzese ljudi 700 i ubiSe dum Ivanka na Hrascak i
dum Luku na rasicah i dum Martina na Mahurcih i dum Jakova na
Tricah i dum Vida na Mirah i dum Stipana na Rogovi pisca.” * Ako
su Turci poharali Rogovo (Rogovi) i Rastane (Hras¢ah) lako
zakljucujemo da je tada i Tinj poharan.

U prvoj polovici 16. St. takvi pljackaski pohodi bili su ¢esti po
Kotarima. “Pocetkom Ciparskog rata (1570.) u Kotare provali 15,000
Turaka, koji su na cijelom podrucju harali paleci sela i nastambe,
odvodedi stoku i roblje, pa su tom zgodom zapaljena i sva sela ovoga
primorja, a medu njima i Biograd, koji je kako cemo vidjeti iz
Varijerove vizitacije (1579.) ostao sasvim bez stanovnika. Videci da se
narod nema gdje skloniti, generalni providur Alvise Grimani obnovi

biogradsku tvrdavu u koju se useli 60 obitelji iz Tinja.” **

“Apostolski vizitator Augustin Valier dosao je g. 1579. u Biograd i
usao u crkvu za koju kaze da je bez titula, jer se biogradski zitelji
sastoje od ljudi koji su ovdje prenijeli svoje sjediste iz mjesta Tinja,
koji su u ratu osvojili Turci.” *

Bosanski beglerbeg Ferhadpasa Sokolovi¢ nakon osvajnja u ovim
krajevima tijekom ciparskog rata izgradio je u Kotarima nekoliko
bogostovnih, prosvjetnih 1 humanitarnih ustanova i za njihovo
ozdrzavabje ostavio veliki posjed u Tinju kojim je upravljao poseban
mutevelija."* U to vrijeme Tinju pripadaju jo§ tri sela Gorica, Hraséane
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i Prkos.” Prema opisu iz 1624. g. mjesto Tinj je obzidano, a unutar i
izvan grada ima 30 obitelji. Tinj je vlasnistvo Ferhat pase
Hasanbegova sina.*

Senjski Uskoci, koji su skoro jedno stoljece bili strah i trepet
Turcima od Like do Boke kotorske, krajem 16. st. 1 pocetkom 17. st.
zalijecu se u Tinj.

“Krajem rujna g. 1590. ude u Neretvu velika grupa od 400 uskoka
gdje napadnu Gabelu, poubija strazne 1 za dva dana zavlada ovim
krajem. Kad su se nakon sedam dana vracali, udu u Pasmanski kanal,
iskrcaju se izmedu Turnja i Biograda, pa provale u turske predjele oko
Tinja. Odatle su odnijeli plijen i poveli roblje.” *

Ponovno 11. travnja 1604. g. 300 senjskih uskoka, pod vodstvom
Ivana Vlatkovica, iskrca se kod Krmcine i odatle prijede preko
mletackog territorija na turski teritorij oko Tinja i Bubnjana, gdje su
opljackali i sobom odveli 20 ljudi i 200 glava stoke.*

“Za vrijeme kandijskog rata (1646. — 1676.) Mlecani su Tinj
7.04.1647. preoteli Turcima. Usljed razgranicenja izmedu Venecije i
Turske, Tinj je opet vracen Turcima. Za vrijeme beckog rata (1683. —
1699.) Tinj su Turci kona¢no napustili 1684. g” * Za vrijeme
Hondijskog rata 1672. iz Tinja su pobjegli turski kmetovi 1 nastanili se
na mletacki teritorij u Krméini.” Kada je mletacki genaral Foscolo
1648. protjerao Turke iz Sidrage, porusio je sve gradove i utvrde.
Tada je Nadin, Tinj, Vranu i Vrcevo pretvorio u gomilu rusevina.

General Foscolo je to ucinio zato da odijeli mletacki posjed od
provale Turaka praveci brisani prostor u dobini od 25 milja. U tom
sustavnhom unistavanju Vransko polje i nadinska kotlina pretvoreni su
u ogromnu zapustenu barustinu.” Tako je drevna Sidraga, koja je po
racunima rogovske opatije cvala sve do ciparskog rata, a brzo se
opravila 1 od posljedica tog rata jer su Turci Vransko polje pretvorili u
vrt, a Vranu u mali Eden, docekala 18. st. potpuno zapustena i
uniStena.”” Kada je mletacka republika u 18. st. pocela gubiti mo¢ nije
se brinula o opusto$enom kraju sjeverne Dalmacije. Narod pritisnut
groznicom, gladu i kugom listom se digao i 1764. g. Zadar opsjeo.
Devetnaesto stoljece, za citavu neko¢ slavnu Zupaniju Sidragu,
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osvanulo je u najcrnjem obliku.” Probijnjem kanala Prosika i
melioracioni zahvati u vranskom polju u 19. st. dovode do
poboljsanja zivotnih uvjeta u c¢itavom biogradskom kraju, pa tako 1
Tinju.

Vjerski zZivot Zupe Tinj

“Prema mijenjanjupolitickih granica potpala bi sidraska Zzupanija
pod razne biskupije. Do g. 1125. Spadala je pod biogradskoga
biskupa, ali kad je biskupska stolica prenesena u Skradin, doslo je do
razmirica radi granica Sidrage. Splitski je sabor zato g. 1185. dodijelio
¢itavu zupaniju Sidragu s biogradskim primorjemskadrinskoj biskupiji,
dok je sidrasko otocje ostalo uz zadarsku dijacezu. Kad je sjeverna
Sidraga bila otcijepljena od primorske banovine i pripojena zadarskom
kotaru (1242. — 1327.) mimo saborske odluke 1185. godine, podvrze
je zadarski nadbiskup svojem podruc¢ju. To nam dokazuje prosnja
zadarskog arhidakona Dimitria Matafarica g. 1344., kojoj se izricito
veli, da Rogovo sa pripadajué¢im selima potpada zadarskoj dijacezi te
je on pobirao u to ime destinu, kao i to da se rogovska opatija u
kameralnim rimskim zapisima broji u zadarsko crkveno podrucje. 1z
jedne rogovske isprave od g. 1325. Slijedi, da je Vrbica djelomice
potpala u zadarsko, a djelomice u skradinsko dijacezansko podrudje.
Ostale cesti zupanije Sidraga spadale su pod tinjskog napopa koji je
jurizdikciju skradinskog biskupa.” ** Iz navedenoga se vidi da je Tinj
imao svoga nadpopa.

Poslije razaranja Biograda 1125., skradinski biskup je u Tinju imao
svoju kuéu.” Od godine 1409. definitivno Tinj pripada zadarskoj
nadbiskupiji.”® Za vrijeme turske vladavine ne zna se to¢no tko je
visio jurizdikciju nad Tinjem i okolicom, da li skradinski biskup,
ninski biskup ili zadarski nadbiskup.”” Poslije odlaska Turaka 1683.
Citava Sidraga, pa tako i Tinj, potpali su pod zadarsku dijecezu.”®

Po citavoj Sidrazi oduvijek je bilo u uprabi rimsko bogosluzje na
starohrvatskom jeziku. Svecenici su bili glagoljasi, te su vodili zupane
matice i pisali natpise po crkvama glagoljicom.” Da je tako bilo i u
Tinju potvrduje nam citki lijepi glagoljski natpis, koji se nalazi na
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nadvratniku straznje prostorije stare zupne kuce. Natpis oznacuje
godinu 1468.

Zupane matice koje su se pisale od 1825. do 1855. su pisane
latinicom ali hrvatskim jezikom.” 1z isprave iz 1172. g. saznajemo da
zupan sidraski DeSen Slavinov dosuduje samostanu sv Kuzme i
Damjana zemljiste koje mu je bilo oteto.

Opat samostana sv Kuzme i Damjana Nikifor tom prigodom u
Tinju pred svecenicima kapelanom Sadilukom i dakonom Stojanom,
koji donesose relikvije, ispuni prisegu 1 potvrdi listinu. Spomenuti
sveéenik i dakom su vijerojatno sluzbovali u Tinju.

Ako je Tinj imao 1325. svoga nadpopa, znaci da je od davnine bio
zupa. “Tinj se zupnik spominje u zapisima od 1486. a u biskupskom
sinodu od 1566. Formiranjem zadarske nadbiskupije 1851. Tinj
postaje samostalna kapelanija pod biogradskim dekanatom.”

Zupunici i kapelani koji su sluzbovali u Tinju od 1482 do 1891

Pavao® 1482
Ivan 1488
Mateo Kapitanovi¢ 1516
Mateo Morovié 1565
Juraj Pareti¢ 1673
Antonio Matuli 1721
Mihael Beli¢ 173
Martin Matulj 1771
Marko Krasti¢ (iz Vrgade) 1815
Mihael Kastelanié¢ 1820
Juraj Matuli¢ 1830
Tome Radovic¢ 1840
Ivan Mihovilovié 1843
Ivan Ricov Kapelan® 1863
Bozo Petesic® 1891

Iz Bubinjana kraj Tinja potjec¢u dva sveéenika glagoljasa i to Martin
Bustri¢ 1695. i Sime Bustri¢ 1714,
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“Prije 1808. g. postojala je pri crkvi bratovstina sa imenom Ivana
Krstitelja imala je 24 clana, a prihode je dobivala od milostinje i
ljetine.”

Kretanje broja stanovnika u Tinju

Pri stanovnici koji se spominju Tinju su 1403. Vitko i Petar Ra¢i¢.”’
Za vrijeme turske vladavine 1636. u Tinju zivi 230 stanovnika.”® Zatim
1673. Tinj ima 244 stanovnika, a 1754. u mjestu Zivi 101 stanovnik.”

Godine 1709. u Tinju imamo ova prezimena:” Grozdani¢, Marié,
Supi¢, Badi¢, Buli¢, Kresovi¢, Selak, Marasevi¢, Silovi¢, Radi¢,
Blazevi¢, Maleti¢ i Mirilovic.

U Bubnjanima 1709. imamo ova prezima:"' Benja, Klai¢, Kulas,
Mijaljevi¢, Jerkovié, Bustri¢, Buli¢, Frleta, Kursija, Boraja i Vukoja.

Prema popisu domadinstava iz 1791.7 i katastarske mape ” u Tinju
imamo ova prezimena: Njegovic, Cakarun, Kresovi¢, Frleta, Glumac,
Rudi¢, Sodi¢, Lemezina, Jerkovi¢, Klai¢, Bustri¢, Marasevi¢, Radic,
Dindevi¢, Kurt, Silovi¢, Basi¢, Selak, Loncar, Stampalija, Simi¢, Marié,
Brankovi¢, Vekioni, Stratiko, Benja, Albinoni i Jutjevi¢.”

U mati¢nim knjigama " rodenih 1825. — 1850., vjenc¢anih 1825. —
1855. 1 umtlih 1825. — 1833. nalazimo slijed¢a prezimena: Lemezina,
Cirjak, Erli¢, Vrki¢, Toki¢, Pertora, Jurjevi¢, Maric¢i¢, Morati (Kakma),
Ivi¢, Loncar, Juki¢, Draca, Rogi¢, Matinovi¢ (Kakma) i Silovié.

Iz prilozenoga popisa prezimena se vidi da su bila cesta migracijska
kretanja uslijed ratova i malaricnih bolesti. U 19. st. novonaseljeno

stanovnistvo je doselilouglavnom iz Bukovice. Vecina danasnjega
stanovnistva u Tinju zna odakle potjece iz kojega mjesta u Bukovici.
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Popis stanovnis$tva Tinja od 1857 do 19817

Godina 1857 1869 1880 1890
Broj Stanov 431 249 198 179
Godina 1900 1910 1931 1948
Broj Stanov 219 315 394 534
Godina 1953 1961 1971 1981
Broj Stanov 619 701 784 719
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Sakralni objekti u Tinju

Najstarija poznata crkva u Tinju koja se spominje u pisanim
dokumentima je Crkva sv Ivana Krstitelja na starodrevnoj Gradini.
Spominje se 1194. g.”7 (in ecclesia sancti Johannis de Tino). Da je
crkva starija svjedo¢i nam greda oltarne pregrade iz ranog srednjeg
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vijeka (starohrvatska 9. — 11. st.) 1 ulazna vrata crkve iz tog vremena
otkrivena za vrijeme obnovne crkve domovinskog rata. Greda je dosla
kao gradevinski materijal, a pripadala je svetistu crkve. Ukrasena je
kukama, odnosno volutama.”™

“Za svoga pastoralnog pohoda nadbiskupa Karamana 1760. g.
crkva nije mogla primiti sve stanovni$tvo pa je nadbiskup Karaman
morao sluziti misu na otvorenome. Sadasnji oblik jednobrana

gradevina s kvadratnom apsidom podignuta je o trosku crkvenog
fonda 1852.” "

Prema katastarskoj mapi ¥ (kopija iz 1837.) vidimo da je crkva sv.
Ivana neko¢ imalapolukruznu apasidu. Zapadno procelje crkve se
naslanja na ostatak cetverokutnoga staroga kastela. Danas se ispred
crkve nalazi groblje, a iz spomenute katastarske mape te opisa tinjskog
kastela kod Bijanchija *' i L. Jeli¢a * vidimo da je na mjestu danasnjeg
mjesnog groblja sve do 19. st. bio stari tinjski kastel. Ostatak tog
kastela je cetverokutni toranj na koji se u danasnje vrijeme naslanja
crkva a naziru se i ostaci zidova kastela koji su jedva primjetljivi u
groblju.

Crkvena zvona su posvecena 1936. Na malom zvonu je natpis:
“Na spomen stote godis$njice hrvatske himne, Salio Kvirin Lebis,
Zagreb 1936.” Na velikom zvonu je natpis: “Na spomen 1000
godisnjice hrvatskog kraljevstva, Salio Kvirin Lebis, Zagreb 1936.”

Crkva je u domovinskom ratu spaljena ali se zalaganjem mjestana i
pomocdi Nadbiskupije obnavlja. Ako je na mjestu danasnjeg groblja
sve do 19. st. bio stari tinjski kastel dolazimo do zakljucka da je na
spomenutom lokalaitetu Poposnica,” u srednjem vijeku bilo tinjsko
groblje 1 grobljanska kapela. Postoji danas u narodu usmena predaja
da je na tom mjestu bila crkva 1 groblje.

Crkva sv. Petra u Bubnjanima

“Zapadno od zaseoka Selo medu njivama nalazimo rusevine
napustenog sela s ostacima romanicke crkvice 1 starinskim grobljem
unaokolo. To su ostaci starohrvatskog sela Bubnjani sa Crkvom sv
Petra, zaduzbinom plemena Gusi¢a. Ovu su crkvu, zajedno s okolnim
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zemljama osnivaci poklonili opaticama sv Dimitrija 1 sv Tome u
Zadru koje su ve¢ otprije imale u tom selu zemlje.

Za vrijem krizarske opsade Zadra 1202. opatice su se pokusale
skloniti na taj posjed kod Crkve sv. Petra, ali su zbog pritiska oklonih
plemica sklonile se kod benediktinaca na Cokovcu. Iz zahvalnosti za
dobro¢instvo one daruju svoje posjede 1 Crkva sv. Petra
benediktincima uz dozvolu skradinskog biskupa 1 negdasnjih
posjednika Gusi¢a. Na taj nacin ovaj posjed dalazi u vlasnistvo
rogovskih benediktinaca: Kao svjedoci potpisnici listine kojom
skradinski biskup potvrduje spomenutu darovnicu navode se
predstavnici  okolnih rodova: Mogorovica, Hlevljana, Kacica,
Lisnicara, Virevica, Glamoc¢ana i Cudomiri¢a.” *

Godine 1207. u Bubnjanima su se nalazile jo$ cetiri redovnice na
zivotu (Dragusa, Grda, Premila i Dobrusa).”

Papa Inocencije I u ispravi iz 1209. potvrduje stencena prava
rogovskih benediktinaca nad crkvom Sv Petra 1 posjedima u
Bubnjanima.* Povjesnicari smatraju da je ovo selo Zivielo do dolaska
Turaka, kada je u borbama bilo napusteno.”” Medutim, iz popisa
naselja i obitelji 1709. ® imamo i mjesto Bubnjani i njegove
stanovnike. Na popisu iz 1791.* i katastarske mape * u Tinju imamo
prezimena koja su 1709. bila u Bubnjanima. Obiteljske kuce su im se
nalazile na lokaciji koja se danas naziva Selo. To znaci da je zaseok
Selo bilo nekad u sastavu Bubnjana, a postoji i moguc¢nost da su se
stanovnici povukli iz polja oko crkve sv. Petra na pogodniji teren gdje
se danas nalazi zaseok Selo. Postoji usmena predaja da je naselje oko
crtkve sv. Petra nestalo uslijed kuge, a naziv mjesta Bubnjani je u
potpunosti izgubljen.

Na katastarskoj mapi ”' prijepis iz 1837. ucrtana je crkva sv. Petra, a
Bijanchi * u svom izvie$¢uspominje ovu crkvu i ne piSe da je
porusena. Iz katastaroskog popisa 1709.” 1 1791.* vidimo da je crkva
sv Petra imala svoje posjede.

Iz prilozenog bi se moglo zakljuciti da je Crkva sv. Petra bila u
funkciji sve do sredine 19. st. a onda je ostala bez krova. Prepustena
nebrigom mjestana i zubu vremena od crkve se danas vide dosta
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poruseni zidovi bez apside i uokolo ostaci srednjovjekovnog groblja
sa leze¢im steccima. Juznije od crkve vide se ostaci naselja.

Crkva sv. Paskala

U centru sela u zaseoku Sela izgradena je za Zupnikovanja don Tite
Sarina nova zupna crkva sv Paskala. Posveéena je 10.10.1976. g. od
nadbiskupa Marijana Oblaka. Uz crkvu je izgraden 19 m visok zvonik
1 postavljena nova zvona 1.05.1978. g. U domovinskom ratu crkva je
do temelja srusena.

Prema usmenoj predaji kip sv Paskala je donesen u drugoj polovici
19. st. iz franjevackog samostana u Karinu. Dolazimo do zakljucka da
je novonaseljeno stanovnistvo iz Bukovice sa sobom donijelo i kult sv
Paskala tako da u Tinju nemamo nikakvog kulta ni sv Ivana Krstitelja
ni sv Petra iako su crkve s njthovim titularima od davnine.

ZakljuCak

Povijest zupe Tinj je bila burna i Teska. Ona je dio povijesti
Ravnih kotara i ¢itave Hrvatske. U ovome radu nije obuhvaceno 20.
stolje¢e. Naime, razdoblije Prvog 1 Drugog svjetskog rata te
Domovinkski rat. Sav taj period zahtjeva poseban rad.

I na arheoloskim lokalitetima u Tinju potrebna su istrazivanja, a na
poseban nacin oko crkve sv Ivana, na drevnoj Gradini.
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Traditional dress from the local area in the late 1800’s. This photo is
an extract from “Bukovicom i Ravni Kotari” 2004 and shows a
wedding in Bukovi¢, which is about 15 km from Tinj. Weddings
traditionally went on for three days and heads from surrounding
families were invited in this highly patriarchal society.
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Local traditional dress worn in Tin;
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Above: the school Below: religious celebration at Tinj church




Marija, Dusan, Stoja & Dijana and Darinka Erlic in the early seventies

Dusan Novak, |
very first road sign in the late nineteen seventies
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Viewed from inside the remnants of the old Castle
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v 8 -

The house next to the church and graveyard, was called the Priest
House and it has an inscription above the short door entry
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The beam above the door has an instription written in the old
Croatian Glagolitic script translated as saying: 1468

S

Yk

On the next page is a picture of the drawing from the archives which
specifies and describes the church and the old castle, its dimensions
and location written in Italian.

On the following pages are extracts from the archives, which hold
population names and records. These records are written in
Glagolitic, Old Croatian script and held in Zagreb.

75






-ZAR A% £

[To £ L {coTabo: 2 . SN
- : y g - b s
= S = - Jaes
™D S & : ;' id
N g~ > e N : >
g ‘ = . wSX S < - =
T3 T e R A T S A N S - -\ 6 802
3 = < E s S :‘. - -
S ~n = ) bt AR - ™ ~ o
€ R A g £ D N ‘—-—Q - /
St - » Sy : <
L o & 2 > . -
S IO g AR T
X . . >
| A ‘A -
- i = =
A

T

TADO-DI

77



A photocopy of the original wedding and death register document

Translation from Glagolitic of the above passage. It is difficult to find
people who can still read and write Glagolitic.
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Tinj: Ett portritt genom tiderna av en Kroatisk
bosittning

Den kroatiska avveckling av Tinj ligger bakom Biograd, sydvist
om Polaca och stricker sig under tvd kullar som kallas Gradina och
Gubanica. Dagens moderna Tinj dr uppdelad 1 fyra byar och dessa
tyra byar kallas: Gradina, Zagradina, Selo och Varos Jurjevica.

Norr och Nordost sidor har gemensamma grinser med Lisani
Tinski och Polaca. Séder och Sydvist grinsen mot Kakma och
Sikovo. Pa vistra dr Rastane. Fran Tinjska Glavica Lookout, ett 119-
meter hogt berg, kan man se Bukovica, Pakostane och vissa
Adriatiska 6ar samt hela Vranski poolen som det expanderar mot
Zemunik och Nadin.

Anekdotiskt, dldre invanare fran Tinj fortfarande anvinder ett
gammalt talesitt, som har sitt ursprung i slutet av den turkiska
ockupationen, dd ockupanterna som klagade pd forlusten av Tinj.
Dom siger att i Vrana och Nadin Turkarna ropade nir dom var
tvungna att limna "Ack, smirtan, vindan och ont att limna denna
blindande landskapet Tinj och de lickra kott av Nadin’s feta
lamm" (Ajogj Vrana ljuta rano, a ti Tinju lijepi poglede i Nadine debela
_Janjetino).

Nedanfor Tinj ar den bordiga Zatinjska slitten. Den 6vre delen av
den bordiga marken anvinds for odling av vinstockar, oliver och
andra medelhavs frukttrid. De nedersta delarna av omridet, vilket hatr
ett rikligt utbud av vatten pa grund av naturliga killor, anvinds fraimst
for gronsaksodling. Dessa vatten fjadrar av Tinj och Kakme
tillsammans med de bordiga filten har alltid sett en riklig skérd och
dirmed bidragit till att bibehalla en god och hilsosam livsstil.
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Forhistoria

Arkeologiska undersokning och efterfoljande analys, i och runt
Tinj, har visat betydande spar av pagiende mansklig bosittning sedan
Neolithic tider (Nya stendldern). Det finns ocksa manga spar som
minniskor fran Illyriska, Romerska och gamla Kroatiska kungedom
tider limnade kvar. Det lokala museet i Biograd uppvisar mainga
object som har hittats i lokala arkeologiska utgravningar.

Neolitiska Avveckling 1 Tinj

Lokalt neolitiska arkeologiska fynd fran Podlivade omradet har
klassificerats som de rikaste neolitiska bosittningarna i vara maritima
kuster. En neolitisk bosittning i Tinj har identifierats vid foten av
dagens by, intill kanten av filten och runt an vattenkilla som leder till
positionen Podlivade. Denna forhistoriska bosittningen berdknas ha
varit cirka 300 x 300 meter.

Eftersom detta omrade har kontinuerligt odlats i tusentals ar, den
moderna anvindningen av traktorer ibland dven avslojar kulturella
artefakter som ursprungligen hoér till denna lokal stendldersboplats.
Ofta artefakter lings ytan av detta omrade har samlats och nu nédgra
tusen foremal har samlats.

Majoriteten av dessa objekt ir flinta och fragment av jorden
containrar, men det finns ocksa nagra ovanliga fynd. Dessa objekt ar
frimst halls i det arkeologiska museet i Zadar, men en mindre del av
samlingen 4r i de lokala museerna i Biograd och Benkovac.

Anteckningar under tidiga wutgravningar uppskattar att de
arkeologiska fynden var uteslutande fran borjan av Nya Stenaldern.
Emellertid har en senare arkeologiska dig hittat sedan en sten pil som
troligen var fran slutet av stenaldern. Den fann ocksa ett fragment av
en ihilig koppar-ware. Aven om det ir tinkt att detta objekt ska ha
inforts eller senare missriktad eftersom objektet inte verkar vara en
del av den ursprungliga kulturella sediment.
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I en arkeologisk utgrivning 1 1984 var det en sirskilt stor hitta som
avslojade ett stort antal objekt. Utgrivningen hade ursprungligen
bildats eftersom detta omrade har stindigt gett rikliga mingder
avveckling spar och objekt till den lokala befolkningen. Tva prober
grivdes, vardera ca 5 x 5 meter och ca 60 cm djup. Sonden platsen
var totalt cirka 50 m? Utgrivningen visade en stor mingd foéremal
som sedan har daterats till den tidiga New stenaldern.

Arkeologiska Platser

En komplett lista 6ver arkeologiska platser runt Tinj finns i det
lokala museet 1 Biograd. Branka Juraga, Ma i Arkeologi, beredda
foljande dokumentation:

1. Castle Ruins

Den medeltida slottet dr pa toppen av en liten topp. Tornet pa
nordvistra sidan nirmare vastra hornet ar markant ett fyrkantigt torn.

Dagens Saint Johns kyrka dr byggd nira detta torn 1 vister hornet
och pa utsidan av slottet. Denna kyrka hojs pa grund av en dnnu éldre
kyrka som forstordes av turkarna troligen nagon gang pa 16-talet.

Slottet inhdgnad ser ut som en stad frin den senare medeltiden,
troligen fran 11-talet ndr Tinj ocksa forst nimns i documenterna.
Marken planen av staden haller med kungliga papern i Rogovo. Detta
kan tyda pa att det ir slottet av Tinj fran den tidiga medeltiden.

Slottet Tinj 4r en vilbevarad prov av lidnet staden, som samtidigt
var centrum for den angrinsande Krbava egendom. Den Zupan / lin
Mistaren hade sitt hogkvarter hir, som samtidigt lin huvud och
ibland Harskaren av domstolen.

Runt slottet finns spar av dnnu ildre bosittning byggnader. Pa
kanterna runt slottet sparen av viggarna, stora inringning paminner
invanare i forhistorisk tid. Kanske den ursprungliga bosittningen
hade spridda byggnader ocksa.

Tinj finns ocksa representerat i monument sasom gamla romerska
vigar och hus trinare pa vigbanan. Vid sidan av den gamla vigen
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som leder mot Vrana §j6 6ver den pléjda omridena Mackovac finns
det en annan ruin. I denna ruin hertig Borelli av Vrana upptickte
resterna av en romersk hus i 1890. Han hittade flera lacrimmarius,
sma lerkrukor avsedda att kunna samla in tararna (latin: lacrima,

lacrimae = tar, Kejsaren Nero anvindefor att samla sina tarar som
dyrbarhet).

2. Poposnica

Detta omrade finns 1 Tinj slottsruiner och namnet pa omradet
kommer frin det faktum att denna egenskap anvinds for att den
tilhorde pristen (pop = prist). Pi filtet, som dr lite forhojd i
jimforelse med den omgivande ytan, finns det spir av en helig
objektorienterad mot Ost-vdst. Det dr svart att siga nagot mer
specifikt om detta objekt eftersom det ar under jord.

Sydviist fran kyrkan, i ett omride didr marken har glidit ner, finns
det gravar med skelett. Gravarna bygedes med kalksten plattor.
Denna kyrka tillhoér troligen medeltiden liksom kyrkogarden som
omger det.

3. Mackovac

Norr om Mackovac pa bada sidor av vigen, i en diameter pa cirka
150 meter, det finns rester av viggar i murbruk och en hel del
keramik fragment. Den typ av keramik, arkitektur och lige
(fungerande dng, nira till vatten och skyddad fran vind) indikerar att
en ekonomisk objekt eller monument byggdes hir under romartiden
(Vila Rostica).

4. Medine

Medine finns séder om ruinerna av Tinj slottet. I ett avsevirt stort
omrade i ett antal platser man kan se murbruk viggar och en massa
stenar. Men pa grund av svara skador dr det svart att avgora
planritning av byggnaden. Fragment av flitverk har hittats (de finns
utstillda 1 museet) en pil, tva knivar, en skadad ring och ett fragment
av medeltida keramik av morkgra firg med ingredienser av calcites.
En 6vre neolitiska slipsten har ocksa misstag funnit hir.
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5. Orten Radonje

Radonje ligger lings vigen fran Tinj mot Rastane. Pa hoger sida av
viagen finns tva parallella viggar som dr gjorda av ofdrskimd
trimmade stenar och murbruk och mellan dem ar murbruk. Enligt
gamla folklore minniskor brukade s6ka detta omrade for skatt.

Pd denna position nordost fran "graven" ritt frin vigen finns spar
av romerska byggnader och kluster sten. Detta dr vad man kan
forvinta sig eftersom detta omrade ir limplig for att bygga Vila
Rustica. Det omgivande omradet finns plojda filt och under den ir en
kalla till vatten.

Pa detta omride Don Kazimir Perkovic fanns i 1935, en dekorativ
sten med eklév. Detta huvud stenen frin en antik tid 4r nu i det
lokala museet 1 Biograd som del av samlingen arv frin Don Kazimir
Perkovic.

6. Kyrkan av St Petrus Bubinjani

Tinj kyrkan St Peter dr i Bubinjani omrdadet. Denna kyrka dr frin
romartiden. Det har vil bevarat perifera stora viggar och absider, som
ar externt fyrkantiga men internt runda.

De absider urholkas men vissa dorren vilar dr synliga. Kyrkan var
longitudinella och det var orienterad i 6st-vistlig. Vid kyrkan fanns en
kyrkogard och reglering lag lite lingre ner fran kyrkan.

7. Omrddet Dradice

Omradet Dracice dr under ruinerna av Tinj. Ruinerna av ett
medeltida slott syns hirifrin och absider i synnerhet. Vidare
djupgaende forskning av filtet skulle ge dnnu mer information.

Sydvistra fran dessa ruiner i vertikalt skdra marken dr spar av
gravar, dven frin medeltiden, som dr gjorda av sten styrelser utan
murbruk liksom manga manniskoben virpande i oordning.
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8. Positioner Stingselen

Séder om Pedisic huset mot staketet och den pléjda omradena
Mumovac, kan man hitta resterna av en stor egendom som under de
senaste aren har blivit helt forstorda.

Under 1978 tva mindre arkeologiska prober grivdes ut hir. I en av
sonderna var en del av en vattenkanna plats utrymme upptickt.
Dessutom var gips bitar ungefir en halv meter tjock grivde
tillsammans med mosaikgolv. Ar 1986 under en ytterligare griva i
samma omrade, har spar av viggar mirkt. Betriffande att hitta J.
Alacevi¢ siger att det avslojade upptickten av en mur runt 20 meter
samt en mosaik golv i vitt och svart.

I det omgivande omridet har manga fragment av behillare,
murtegel med titningar och romerska Imperial Mynt upptickts. Cirka
39 bronsmynt, fraimst frin tidig bysantinsk tid, har donerats till Split
arkeologiska museum.

Namnet Tinj

Arkeologiska bevis visar att denna uppgorelse har haft kontinuerlig
och pagidende boning sedan Liburniaska tider. Darfor ar det rimligt att
anta att platsen namnet (Tinium) 4r av Liburian ursprung.
Liburnianrna var ett gammalt folk som lever i kustregionen nordéstra
Adriatiska havet mellan floderna Arsia (Rasa) och Titius (Krka).
Etymolog Petar Skoku antyder att ortnamn Tinj dr fran denna fére
kroatiska tid och 1 fri tolkning har betydelsen partitionen, staket,
bostider.

Medeltiden

Det finns manga samtida dokument som hanvisar till Tinj som ar
frain Kroatiska Kungariket och en del handlingar datum till senare
turkiska invasioner. Det dr didrfér mycket troligt att Tinj var bade
storre och en viktigare uppgorelse under medeltiden 4n i moderna
tider.
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Under tiden av det Kroatiska Kungariket, Tinj var 1 mitten av den
gamla kroatiska linet Sidraga. Forsta gangen detta lin nimns ar 1 en
lista Over kroatiska lin under hirska av Bysantinska Kejsaren
Konstantin VII Porfyrogenitus ""The Purple-Born" (CE 905-959).

Linet Sidraga med sin huvudsakliga staden kungliga Biograd var 1
aldern av kroatiska kungar kunde konkurrera med andra kroatiska
regionen och 1 den meningen betydelse var Nin dess enda konkurrent.
Ingen annan kroatisk region har si minga studerat och bevarade
medeltida dokument som linet Sidraga och i synnerhet Biograd,
Rogovo Aby, Vrana och Tinj.

Enligt samtida skriftliga killor linet Sidraga delades i fler sub-lin,
medan Sidraga i strikt mening hade sitt centrum i Tinj. Sub-lin
Sidraga gav sitt namn till linet som helhet eftersom Zupan eller lin
hirskaren hade sitt hogkvarter hir. Annat sub-lin var Miranje, Blato,

Nadin, Zablace och Tukljaca.

Fram till kréningen av den kroatiska kungen Drzislav 1 ar 990, var
centrum for linet Sidraga som brukade vara i Biograd ligger i Tinj.
Som sadan lin hirskare holl sina domstolar 1 Tinj tills det tolfte
arhundradet, nira kyrkan Saint John som gav sitt namn till hela ldnet.

Massor av Crown Properties nimns i linet Sidraga. I mitten av
egenskapen var kronan domstolar som ocksa ofta nimns 1 historiska
samtida dokument. I dessa kroatiska Dynastical dokument, var de
omraden som var sirskilt urskiljas: Vrana, Tinj, Rogovo, Tikljaca och
Gorica.

Den tidigaste fortleva omnamnandet av Tinj i ett historiskt
dokument dr i 1069 i en handling av donation frin kung Peter
Kresimir IV. I detta dokument kung Peter Kresimir IV donerar
Crown delstaten Rosohatica, som stricker sig fran floden till berget
Tinj till klostret St Tomas i Biograd. Detta kloster hade bildats nagra
ar tidigare, omkring 1065, ocksa pa mark som kung Peter Kresimir IV
hade donerat i form av en kunglig gava till den religiésa ordningen. I
1069 ett Deed of Donation dokument Tinj nimns tva ganger.
Handlingen av donation siager att landet Rosohatica grinsar med
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Mogorovi¢ familjens egendom. I detta dokument kung Peter Kresimir
IV kallar sig Kung av Kroater och Dalmatiner.

Detta dokument bekriftar att Tinj I borjan var Crown Fastigheter
och dessutom ocksa att den gamla kroatiska adelsfamiljen Mogorovié¢
hade mark dgodelar i Tinj. Det dokument som skrevs i oktober 1069
bevittnades av en drkebiskop, en kroatisk biskop, en Viceroy och
minga andra.

Pa 12-talet Tinj blir huvudkontor av Sidraga lin. Kroatiska
Adelsmin av Sidraga County samlas nu i Tinj och tabellen leddes av
linet chefen som holl titeln Zupan. Den kroatiska kungariket
Stimningar domstol tredje 6verklagandenamnden ocksa samlats hir.

Andra tidiga 6verlevande historiska dokument handlar om en tvist
mellan Tempelriddarna i Vrana och benediktinorden Rogovo. De
dokument uppger att kung Bela delegerat en domstol for att 16sa
denna tvist och att domstolen hélls 1 Tinj i kyrkan Saint Ivan den 9
juli 1194. En stor del av dessa dokument finns utskrifter av
plenarsammantridena och de olika presenterade argument.

Det slutliga domstolsbeslutet skapade en skiljelinje som gick fran
Tinj till Kakma till Vrbica. Den Ostra delen av denna uppdelning, som
ocksa omfattade den storsta delen av de rika jordar, skulle innehas av
Tempelriddarna och den vistra delen av benediktinerna. Den Kakma
Springs darmed blivit egendom tempelriddarna i Vrana.

Att tvisten maste ha varit ett allvarligt betydelse med potentiellt
allvarliga konsekvenser bekriftas av deltagande si manga av de riken
hogt uppsatta tjanstemin. De dokument uppger att bland de
nirvarande vid rittegangen ingar drkebiskopen i Split, biskopen av
Nin, hertigen av Zadar, liksom hertigen av Split. Ndgra av
revisionsrittens vittnen som niamns ir Grgur drkebiskopen av Bar
Vincent abbot 1 St Krsevan kyrkan och tva County cheferna for
Deomir och Velkomir. The County Chef Sidraga skulle ocksad ha varit
nirvarande.

Ar 1183 finns det en annan intressant dokument dir den
davarande paven Lucius III (1100-1185) bekriftar alla intjinade
rittigheter till klostret Sankt Kuzme och Damjana bland annat av
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omradet Tinj och Bubnjan, och i en annan papper hans eftertridare
Pope Mild IIT (1130-1191) anger samma.

Det finns fler dokument frin de 12th och 13th drhundradena som
nimner Tinj och majoriteten av dem dr om argument mellan
Tempelriddarna i Vrana och Rogovo Benedictines, nunnor i Saint
Tomas fran Biograd och Saint Demetrius 1 Zadar. De flesta tvister
handlade om fastigheter.

En 1164 Stadgan visar ocksa att Tinj hade sin egen domare. Sa
fran denna tid pa, en Royal avdelning hade blivit beligen 1 Tinj. Det
hade stor rittslig myndighet och verkar huvudsakligen ha wvarit
ansvarig fOr att 16sa dessa typer av tvister. Den person som var
ansvarig hade titeln greve. Ar 1343 titeln greve gick till en viss Nelipié,
och 1357 till Dobrinja och 1379 till Mavro.

Politiskt spelade Tinj sin stérsta roll under en alder av kroatiska
nationella kungar men dess betydelse utvidgades ocksa i en tid priglad
av sina Ungerskkroatiska kungar sirskilt medan det var hogkvarter lin
Sidraga. Frin 14-hundra talet makt och rykte knighthooden Vrana
Templars vixer och betydelsen av Tinj faller. Denna nedging
fortsitter under venetianskt styre och dven under turkiskt styre.

Ar 1409 Ladislaus i Neapel silde sina rittigheter till rike Dalmatien
till den venetianska republiken f6r 100.000 dukater (den érliga 16nen
for en yrkesmilitirer var 12 dukater). Siledes Zadar och Coastal
Dalmatien blev venetianska egendom inklusive lin Sidraga och Tin;.

Under venetianska administrationen Tinj blir en del av Vrana
distriktet. I 1451 hertigen av Zadar dekret utnimningen av Viksu
Kozmic¢a som domare Tinj. Detta visar att den gemensamma
rittspraxis Vrana nu giller i Tinj.

Den Turkiska eran

Efter Bosnien foll flyttade turkiska enheter fram att plundra
territorium norra Dalmatien vilket delvis under inflytande av den
ungersk-kroatiska kungen och delvis under inflytande av venetianarna.
Tinj var under venetianskt férvaltning.
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Ar 1482 turkarna plundrade de inlandet i Biograd och Zadar. Tinj
och Bubnjani ocksa o6delades. Att Tinj var bland de plundrade
omradena kan avslutas eftersom det registreras att 21 Parish prister,
som var fran den venetianska regeringen begirt ett undantag frin det
tionde Skatteverket. Tinj Pavao kyrkoherde och Bubnjan s
kyrkoherde var bland de prister ber om skattebeftielse.

Turkarna atervinde 1499 for att aterigen orsaka dod och forodelse.
Den hir gingen tog de ocksa fangar for slaveri. Denna hindelse
spelades in av den lokala kronikoren Simun Glavi¢ dir han skriver:

Under ar 1499 Skender Pasa kom med turkarna i Kroatien den 21
juni och tog 700 min och dédade Ivanka fran Hras¢ak och luku fran
Rasicah och Martina fran Mahurcih och Jakova fran TrScah och Vida
fran Mirah och Stipana frin Rogovi Pisca.

Eftersom turkiska anfallare 6delade bade Rogovo (Rogovi) och
Rastane (Hraséah) dr det mest troligt att det dven plundrade Tinj.
Dessa turkiska plundring uppdrag blev vanliga under forsta halvan av
16-talet, sirskilt lings Kotari (de omriden norr om Zadar, Biograd
och Sibenik fram till Velebit bergen).

I botjan av det cypriotiska kriget 1570 en kraft av 15.000 turkarna
invaderade Kotari. De forstorde helt hela omriaden, bade byn och
bostadsproduktion, och tog bort boskap och slavar. De brinde alla
maritima kustland byarna inklusive Biograd. Fran Varijeri inspektioner
av 1579 dr det tydligt att Biograd hade forlorat all sin befolkning.

Den venetianska guvernoren Alvise Grimani, efter att ha sett att
folket inte hade ndgonstans att ta skydd, byggde om fistningen
Biograd som da hade nagra 60 familjer fran Tinj tillfdlligt
vidarebosittas.

Apostoliska Augustin Valier besékte Biograd 1 1579 och gick in 1
sin kyrka forklara att det var utan Titulus (ett juridiskt dokument som
faststiller relationerna) eftersom de minniskor som lever dir var
flyktingar fran Tinj som hade erévrats av turkarna.

Efter befrielsen av nagra av kustomradet, byggde den bosniska
Beglerbeg Ferhadpasa Sokolovi¢ i Kotari nagra religidsa, utbildnings-
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och humanitira institutioner. For underhall av dessa institutioner gav
han upp en stor fastighet i Tinj, som hanteras av Mutevelija en turkisk
hogt rankad administrator.

I denna tid tillhorde byarna Gorica, Hraséane och Prkos till Tinj
Parish. En beskrivning av Tinj frin 1624 sdger att en vigg omgiven
det och att 30 familjer bodde i runt staden. Tinj blev dgandet av
Ferhatpasha, son till Hasanbegov.

De Uskoks i Senj (ordet USKOK betyder nagot i stil med ‘de som
bakhall’), som i nistan ett sekel hade fort en framgéangsrik gerillakrig
mot turkarna frin Lika till Boka av Kotor, var i slutet av 16-talet och i
I borjan av 17-talet att gbra inbrytningar mot Tinj. Uskoks var en
militir enhet som ligger vid sidan av den turkiska grinsen som
utférde uppdrag i turkiska ockuperade omradena och de dr ocksa
ibland beskrivs som lokala gerillan som ofta trakasseras ottomanerna.

Vid slutet av September 1590 en grupp pa 400 Uskoks brot
igenom floden Neretva och anfoll Gabela. De besegrade det lokala
forsvaret kraft och inom tva dagar hade tagit kontroll 6ver regionen.
Sju dagar senare, nir de gjorde sin dterkomst segling genom kanalen i
Pasman, stiga de land mellan Turnj och Biograd. Dir brét sig in i
turkiska kontrollerade omradet kring Tinj och forde bort bade
plundring och slavar.

Den 11 april 1604 ytterligare 300 Uskoks fran Senj, denna ging
under ledning av Ivan Vlatkovi¢, landsteg nira byn Krméina. De gick
fland 6ver den turkiska sidan ndra Tinj och Bubnjan. De plundrade
omradet och registrerades ha tagit bort 20 min och 200 chefer av
notkreatur.

Under den kretensiska kriget, dven kind som War of Candia eller
femte ottomansk venetiansk kriget tog venetianarna pa 7 april, 1647
Tinj tillbaka fran turkarna. Tinj men slutligen tillbaka till turkarna som
ett resultat av avgrinsningen avtal mellan Venedig och Turkiet. Det
var inte forrin kriget av den heliga ligan (1683 - 1699) efter
beldgringen av Wien att turkarna slutligen 6vergavs Tinj ar 1684.
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Ett dokument nidmner att 1672, under kriget Hondij, flydde
turkiska livegna fran Tinj och bosatte sig pa det venetianska
territorium Krmcina.

Nir den venetianska Allmint Foscolo i 1648 utvisade turkarna fran
Sidraga, beordrade han alla viggar och fistningar som ska forstoras.
Det dr da Nadin, Tinj, Vranu och Vrcevo foérvandlades till ruiner.
Foscolo gjorde det for att dela och separera venetianska egendom
fran stindiga turkiska rader. Tanken var att skapa ett stort tomt
omrade for att inte motverka dag-anfallare. De omraden Vrana och
dalen Nadin foérvandlades till ett eftersatt enorm trisk under denna
systematiska fOrstorelse.

Enligt uppgifter om Abbey of Rogovo det dr dirfér gamla Sidraga,
som blomstrade fram till Cypern kriget borjade 18th century helt
torsummade och forstoras.  Han skriver att Sidraga hade aterhimtat
timligen vil frin Cypern kriget eftersom turkarna hade velat
avvecklingen av Vrana och uppmuntrade skickliga anvindning av
akermark, sarskilt inom Vrana.

Nir den venetianska republiken i 18-hundra talet bérjade forlora
makten det slut pa sin oro fér den nu 6delagda del av norra
Dalmatien. Som ett resultat 6kade folk pressade av feber, hunger och
pest och beldgrade Zadar 1 1764.

Under 19-drhundradet linet Sidraga var i en fruktansvird stat.
Men griva upp den Prosika kanalen och den efterféljande
restaurering av  Vrana filten si smaningom  forbattrade
levnadsforhallandena i hela Biograd omréadet inklusive Tinj.

Tinj Parish Religiost Iiv

Pa grund av frekventa forindringar politiska grinser, tillhérde lin
Sidraga ofta till olika stift. Fram 1125 kontoret av biskopen av Sidraga
tillhérde den administrativa uppdelningen av Biograd men nir
biskopens stol 6verfordes till Skradin en tvist utbrét om grinserna.
Parlamentet (Sabor) Split darfér 1185 tilldelas hela lin Sidraga till
Biograd Littoral och Biskopsstol av Skradin medan 6arna kvar i Zadar
stift. Senare norra Sidraga flyttades fran kust administrativt omrade
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och bifogas Zadar distriktet (1242-1327) och arkebiskopen av Zadar
hade nu jurisdiktion 6ver detta omrade, 1 motsats till riksdagsbeslut av
1185.

Grinsen Overféringen vidare bevisas genom en begiran frin
Zadar Arkediakon Dimitri Matafarié i 1344, dir han uttryckligen siger
att Rogovo med tillhérande byar avser Zadar stiften och att han 1 det
namnet samlar den tionde skatt av grédan. Den cameral Records i
Abbey of Rogovo har Zadar ocksa.

En Rogovo dokument fran ar 1325 siger att Vrbica hor delvis till
stiftet i Zadar, dels till Skradin stift. De andra delarna av Sidraga lin
tillhérde Archpriest av Tinj som ocksa holl jurisdiktion Skradin
biskopsstolen. Man kan tryggt dra slutsatsen fran detta dokument att
Tinj hade sin egen Archpriest.

Efter 1125 forstorelsen av Biograd biskopen i Skradin hade sitt hus
1 Tinj. Men fran 1409 dr det ingen tvekan om att Tinj tillhér Zadar
arkebiskopsimbete. Under det turkiska vildet finns det inget exakt
sitt att veta vem hade jurisdiktion Tinj eller dess omgivningar, om det
var biskop i Skaradin, Nin eller Zadar. Nir turkarna var kvar i 1683
hela Sidraga inklusive Tinj blev en del av Zadar stift.

Alla Sidraga praktiseras i den romerska liturgin 1 Gamla kroatiska
spraket. Prister sa massan 1 glagolitiska (gamla kroatiska) och
kyrkobocker som dktenskap och fodseln register var skrivna pa
glagolitiska. Glagolitiska anvindes ocksa for alla inskrift lings
kyrkorna. Att detta var ocksa fallet i Tinj bekriftas med ldsbara
glagolitiska inskrifter som finns pa overstycket pa baksidan rummet
av  gamla forsamlingshemmet. Inskriften markerar ar 1468.
Kyrkbockerna som tagits mellan 1825 och 1855 skrevs i kroatiska,
men med det latinska alfabetet.

Ett dokument fran 1172 siger att linet huvud Sidraga, Desen
Slavinov, tilldelades Saint Kuzme kloster de Damjan Estates, som
ursprungligen hade tagits ifrin dem. Vid detta tillfille i Tinj de Abbots
1 kloster Saint Kuzme och Damjan Nikifor dr framfor prasten kaplan
Sadiluk och Deacon Stojano, som forde reliker, avrittades eden och
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bekriftade stadgan. De deltar prister och kaplaner serveras
térmodligen i Tinj.

Om Tinj i 1325 hade sin egen Archpriest dr det litt att dra
slutsatsen att det hade varit en férsamling under en lingre tid for att
ha kunnat na den nivin av betydelse. Tinj socken prister nimns i
anteckningar fran 1486 och i biskopens synoden fran 1566. Nar Zadar
arkestiftet skapades 1851 Tinj blev en sjilvstindig chaplainry enligt
Biograd Dean kansli.

Priests and Chaplains of Tinj mellan 1482 och 1891

Pavao 1482
Ivan 1488
Mateo Kapitanovi¢ 1516
Mateo Morovié 1565
Juraj Pareti¢ 1673
Antonio Matuli 1721
Mihael Beli¢ 1737
Martin Matulj 1771
Marko Krasti¢ (from Vrgada) 1815
Mihael Kastelanié¢ 1820
Juraj Matuli¢ 1830
Tome Radovié¢ 1840
Ivan Mihovilovié¢ 1843
Ivan Ricov Kapelan 1863
Bozo Petesic 1891

Tva glagolitiska prister kom fran Bubinjan ndra Tinj. De var
Martin Bustri¢ 1695 och Sime Bustri¢ 1714.

Fore 1808 fanns det en kyrka Guild som heter Ivan Krstiteli
(Johannes Dé6paren) som hade 24 medlemmar och det hdrstammar
sina inkomster fran vilgérenhet och groda.
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Befolkningen i Tinj

Under 1403 Vitko och Petar Racic nimns som invanare Tinj.
Under turkiskt styre ar 1636 fanns det 230 invanare som spelats in
Tinj. 11673 Tinj hade 244 invanare och ar 1754 uppgifter visar 101

invanare.

Ar 1709 Dessa efternamn redovisas bland Tinj invéanare:
Grozdani¢, Maric, Supi¢, Badi¢, Bulic, Kresovi¢, Selak, Marasevié,
silovic, Radi¢, Blazevic, Maleti¢ och Mirilovié.

Och Bubnjani hade 1709 féljande efternamn: Benja, Klaic, Kulas,
Mijaljevi¢, Jerkovic, Bustri¢, Bulic, Frleta, Kursija, Boraja och Vukoja.

I enlighet med den forteckning 6ver hushallens fran 1791  och
fastighetsregister register kartor Tinj hade dessa efternamn:
Njegovic, Cakarun, Kresovi¢, Frleta, Glumac, Rudi¢, Sodié,
Lemezina, Jerkovic, Klaic, Bustri¢, Marasevi¢, Radi¢, Dindevi¢, Kurt,
silovic, Basic, Selak, Loncar, étampalija, Simic, Maric, Brankovic,
Vekioni, Stratiko, Benja, Albinoni i Jurjevic.

I fodelse register av 1825 - 1850, registrerar dktenskapet av 1825 -
1855 och dod register over 1825 - 1833 dessa efternamn finns:
Lemezina, Cirjak, Erli¢, Vrki¢, Tokic, Pertora, Jutjevic, Marici¢,
Morati  (Kakma), Ivic, Loncar, Jukic, Draca, Rogi¢, Matinovi¢
(Kakma) och silovic.

Fran dessa listor Over efternamn kan man dra slutsatsen att det
fanns regelbundna migrationsrorelser, troligen orsakade av frekvensen
av krigforing. I det 19th édrhundradet nyligen bosatte befolkning
mestadels kom fran Bukovica. Manga av dagens befolkning i Tinj vet
vilken del av Bukovica de ursprungligen kom ifran.
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Folkrakningen siffror fran Tinj 1857 till 1981

Ar 1857 1869 1880 1890
Folk 431 249 198 179

Ar 1900 1910 1931 1948
Folk 219 315 394 534

Ar 1953 1961 1971 1981
Folk 619 701 784 719

Population of Tinj

900 A
800 -
700 4 1981
600 -

500 A

Population

400 -

300 -

200 -

100 -

Year

Kyrkan Tinj

Den idldsta kdnda kyrkan i Tinj som nidmns i skriftliga dokument ér
kyrkan Saint Ivan Kirstitelja (Johannes Do&paren) om de antika
ruinerna av Gradina. Det dr nimner i 1194 i "Ecclesia Sancti Johannis
de Tino" (latin: i kyrkan Saint John av Tinj). Aldern pa kyrkan kan
uppskattas av stralen att partitioner altaret som ar fran tidig medeltid
(9 - 11-talet) och av Church Gates frin denna tid, som uppticktes
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under ateruppbyggnaden av kyrkan efter den kroatiska Homeland
kriget. Strilen tillhérde kyrkan helgedom och var dekorerad med
krokar.

Under den pastorala kampanj drkebiskop Karaman i 1760 kyrkan
var oférmogen att hysa insamling si Karaman tvungen att hélla
massan 1 det fria. Kyrkan finansierades 1852 och det dr nir den fick
sin nuvarande byggnad form med fyrkantig absid. Enligt en 1837
Cadastre [iv] (det officiella registret Over fastigheter agande anvinds
fordela skatter), kyrkan Saint Ivan hade en halvcirkel absid och vistra
fasaden av kyrkan lutade pa resten av torget gamla slottet.

Kyrkogarden dr idag framfor kyrkan och, frin beskrivningen av
slottet Tinj i fastighetsregistret kartan genom Bijanchin och L. Jelic
kan vi se att dagens lokala kyrkogirden hade till det 19th arhundradet
ocksa det gamla slottet Tinj. Dagens kyrka lutar pd gamla torget torn
av detta slott, men viggarna i slotten dr knappt mirkbar pa
kyrkogarden.

Kyrkklockan invigdes 1936. Pa den lilla klockan ar inskriptionen:
"Till minne av hundradrsjubileet av den kroatiska Anthem, Salio
Kvirin Lebis, Zagreb 1936". P4 den stora klockan ir inskriptionen:
"Till minne av 1000—Arsdagen av den kroatiska kungariket, Salio
Kvirin Lebis, Zagreb 1936." Kyrkan brann ner under den kroatiska
Hemlandet Kriget men lokalbefolkningen och drkebiskopsimbetet
hade byggts.

Om kyrkogirden var pa plats for det gamla slottet dnda fram till
den 19-talet kan man dra slutsatsen att nimnda omradet Poposnica,
under medeltiden, dr ddr den ursprungliga kyrkogirden och kapellet
Tinj var. Det finns traditionella muntliga berittelser som bekriftar att
det ar dér den gamla kyrkan och kyrkogarden brukade vara.

St Peter i Bubnjani

Ruinerna av en 6vergiven by tillsammans med en liten romansk
kyrka och en gammal kyrkogard finns inom filten visterut i byn Selo.
Det ir resterna av den gamla kroatiska byn Bubnjani och ruinerna av
St Peter, grunden for Gusica familjeklan. Denna kyrka, tillsammans
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med omgivande mark, donerades till Abbesses Saint Dimitrij och
Saint Tom 1 Zadar. De Abbesses dgde nagra fastigheter i denna by
aven foére denna donation.

Nir korsfararna 1 1202 under det fjarde korstaget blockerat Zadar,
forsokte de lokala nunnorna att ta skydd pa denna fastighet ndra St
Peter. Sa smaningom pa grund av trycket fran den omgivande
adelsman, tog de skydd med benediktinerna pa Cokovac. Som tack
for vilsignelse, donerade de sin egendom, inklusive St Peter till
Benedictines med tillstind av biskopen av Skradin och de tidigare
dgarna av Gusic.

Detta idr hur den hir egenskapen blev dgandet av benediktinorden
Rogovo. Europeiska unionens stadga om donation bevittnades och
bekriftas av biskopen av Skaradin och féretridare f6r de omgivande
familjerna Mogorovi¢, Hlevljan, Kacic, Lisnicar, Virevi¢, Glamocan
och Cudomiri¢. Det fanns fortfarande fyra nunnor lever i Bubnjani i
1207 (Dragusa, Grda, Premila och Dobrusa).

Paven Innocentius III bekriftar 1 ett dokument fran 1209
torvirvade rittigheter benediktinorden Rogovo 6ver kyrkan St Peter
och omgivande fastigheter i Bubnjani.

Historiker tror att denna by blomstrade fram till ankomsten av
turkarna och efterfoljande ofta rider tvingade invdnarna att Overge
den. Men bosittning och familj dokument 1709  foértecknas bade
Bubnjani och dess invanare.

Den 1791 folkrikningen och fastighetsregister kartor visar
efternamn 1 Tinj att 1709 var ocksa anges i Bubnjani. Familjen hus av
dessa Bubnjani efternamn var beldgna i ett omrade som idag kallas
Selo.

Detta skulle tyda pa att byn Selo var tidigare en del av Bubnjani,
och det finns en mojlighet att invanarna drog sig ur falten runt kyrkan
Saint Peter till mer gynnsamma omradena dagens By of Selo.

En historia bland byaldste sdger att uppgorelsen kring kyrkan Saint
Peter forsvann pi grund av pesten. Andd har den plats namnet
Bubnjani helt férlorad.
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Pa fastighetsregistret kartan avskrift fran 1837 finns en ritning av
kyrkan Saint Peter, men Bijanchini, 1 sin rapport nimner kyrkan
sjalvklart att den forstordes. Fran fastighetsregistret folkrikningen i
1709  och 1791 framgar att kyrkan Saint Peter har haft sina egna
fastigheter. Vi kan konstatera att St Peter fullt fungerade fram till
mitten av 19th century nir det rapporterades att den var utan ett tak.

Overgiven av tidens ging kyrkan idag har betydligt skadade viggar
utan absider och runt dr resterna av en begravningsplats frin
medeltiden med fallna gravstenar. Och fran den sodra delen av
kyrkan, dr resten av uppgorelsen synlig.

Kyrkan Saint Paskal

Den nya forsamlingskyrka Saint Paskal byggdes under tjanst
kyrkoherde Don Tito Sarin, i hjirtat av byn Selo.

Arkebiskopen Marijan Oblak invigde kyrkan den 10 oktober 1976.
Bredvid kyrkan har en 19-meter hég klockstapel byged och en ny
klocka invigdes den 1 maj 1978. Under den Kroatiska Hemland
Kriget denna kyrka var helt forstérd och drog ner till sina grundvalar.

Det ryktas att skulpturen Saint Paskal togs in ndgon ging under
andra halvan av 19th century fran franciskanska kloster i Karin. Det
ar troligt att nya bosittare som kommer fran Bukovice ocksa fort med
sig kulten av Sanktt Paskal, som Tinj hade varken Saint Ivan Krstitel;
eller Saint Peter Cult.

Slutsats

Historien om Tinj Parish dr bade turbulent och reflekterande, det
ar en del av historien om Ravnih Kotar och hela Kroatien. Men denna
uppsats inkluderar inte historien av 20-talet och i synnerhet de tva
virldskrigen eller Hemland Kiriget eftersom alla dessa perioder
verkligen kraver bade omfattande djupgiende och separat forskning.
Nir det giller arkeologiska omraden 1 Tinj det ocksa klart att
ytterligare undersékningar behévs, sirskilt runt kyrkan Saint Ivan och
den antika Gradina.
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Tinj: Retrato de una aldea Croata a lo largo del
tiempo

Introduccion

El asentamiento croata de Tinj se encuentra detras de Biograd, al
suroeste de Polaca y se extiende por debajo de las dos colinas que se
llaman Gradina y Gubanica.

Modern dfa Tinj se divide en cuatro aldeas denominadas Gradina,
Zagradina, Selo y Jurjevi¢a Varos.

Las zonas norte y noreste comparten fronteras con Lisani Tinski y
Polaca, las del sur y suroeste lo hacen con Kakma y Sikovo vy,
finalmente, en el oeste se encuentra Rastane.

Desde el mirador de Tinjska Glavica, en una colina a 119 metros
de altura, se puede ver Bukovica, Pakostane y algunas islas del
Adriatico, asi como la totalidad del estanque de Vranski, el cual se
extiende hasta Zemunik y Nadin.

Como anécdota, las personas mayores de Tinj siguen utilizando un
viejo refran, que se originé a finales de la ocupacion turca, cuando los
ocupantes que tuvieron que marcharse se quejaban de la pérdida de
Tinj.

Dice el refran que en Vrana y Nadin los turcos gritaban mientras
se veian a abandonar: "jAy, cuanto dolor, agonia y dafio producen
abandonar este paisaje deslumbrante de Tinj y las deliciosas carnes de
cordero gordo Nadin!" (AJOE Vrana Ljuta rano, a ti Tinju lijepi
poglede i Nadine Debela janjetino).

Debajo de Tinj se localiza la fértil llanura de Zatinjska. La parte
superior de esta tierra se utiliza para el cultivo de vides, olivos y otros
arboles frutales mediterraneos.

Las partes inferiores del campo, que cuetan con un abundante
suministro de agua debido a las fuentes naturales, se utilizan
principalmente para el cultivo de hortalizas.
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Estos manantiales de agua de Tinj y Kakme junto con los fértiles
campos siempre han garantizado una cosecha abundante y por lo
tanto ayudan a mantener un estilo de vida bueno y saludable.

Prehistoria

La exploracion arqueoldgica y el analisis posterior, en y alrededor
Tinj, han revelado rastros importantes de asentamientos humanos
continuados desde el Neolitico (New Age Stone). Asimismo, se
preservan numerosas huellas que dejaron la gente de Iliria, Roma y la
antigua Croacia. El museo local en Biograd exhibe muchos objetos
que se han encontrado en excavaciones arqueolégicas locales.

Neolitico Liquidacion en Tinj

Los hallazgos arqueolégicos neoliticos de Podlivade M han sido
clasificados como los mais ricos asentamientos neoliticos en nuestras
costas maritimas. ™ Concretamente, se ha identificado un
asentamiento neolitico al pie de la villa contemporanea de Tinj,
proximo al campo y rodeando la fuente de agua que conduce a la
Podlivade posiciéon. Se estima que la medida de este asentamiento
prehistérico ha sido de unos 300 x 300 metros.

Ya que esta zona ha sido cultivada continuamente durante miles de
aflos, es comun que con el uso moderno de tractores se descubran
artefactos culturales que tenfan sus raices en este asentamiento local
perteneciente a la Edad de Piedra. A menudo se han recopilado y
reunido artefactos a lo largo de la superficie de esta zona y ahora se
cuenta con miles de ellos. La mayorfa de estos son pedernales y
fragmentos de recipientes construidos con tiera; sin embargo, también
hay algunos hallazgos inusuales.

Estos utensilios se conservan principalmente en el museo
arqueologico de Zadar, aunque una pequena parte de la coleccion esta
en los museos locales de Biograd y Benkovac.
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Las anotaciones tomadas durante las excavaciones iniciales
apuntan a que los hallazgos arqueologicos pertenecen exclusivamente
a la Nueva Edad de Piedra temprana.

No obstante, el descubrimiento de una flecha de piedra en una
excavacion arqueoldgica mas tardfa indica que es muy probable que
perteneciera al periodo de finales de la Nueva Edad de Piedra.
También se encontr6 un fragmento de un hueco de cobre, aunque se
piensa que esta pieza, en particular, debe haberse introducido por
error porque no parece pertenecer al sedimento cultural original.

En 1984 se realiz6 una excavacion arqueoldgica de gran cavidad
que dejo6 al descubierto un gran nimero de objetos. En un principio
esta se habfa comenzado porque en esta zona habia generado
cantidades abundantes de restos de asentamientos y objetos para la
poblacién local. Se excavaron dos sondas, cada una de unos 5 x 5
metros y de unos 60 centimetros de profundidad. En total, la zona de
la sonda abarcaba 50 m®. La excavacion reveld una gran cantidad de
objetos que desde entonces han sido fechados como pertenecientes la
Nueva Edad de Piedra temprana.

Zonas arqueologicas

Es posible encontrar una lista completa de los sitios arqueoldgicos
del entorno de Tinj en el museo local de Biograd.

Branka Juraga, el cual cuenta con un Master en Arqueologia,
preparé la siguiente documentacion:

1. Ruinas del Castillo

El castillo medieval se encuentra en la cima de una cumbre
pequena. La torre en el lado noroeste mas cercana a la esquina oeste
es evidentemente una torre cuadrada.

La iglesia actual de San Juan esta construida cerca de la torre en la
esquina oeste y en la cara exterior del castillo. Este edificio religioso se
halla sobre los cimientos de una iglesia ain mds antigua que fue
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destruida por los turcos probablemente en algin momento del siglo
XVIL

El recinto del castillo se parece a una ciudad de la Alta Edad
Media, probablemente del siglo XI que es cuando Tinj aparece
mencionada por primera vez en los registros.

El plano de planta de la localidad coincide con el Tribunal de la
Corona en Rogovo.

Esto podria indicar que este es el castillo de Tinj perteneciente a la
Edad Media.

Este castillo es una muestra bien conservada de la ciudad condal,
que a la vez era el centro de la propiedad Krbava vecino. El maestro
de Zupan, y del Condado, tenfa su sede aqui, y a su vez era el Jefe del
Condado vy, a veces, el Gobernante de la Corte.

Alrededor del castillo se encuentran restos de incluso anteriores
edificios residenciales. En los extremos del castillo las huellas de las
paredes constituyen una reminiscencia de los habitantes de la
prehistoria. Tal vez en el asentamiento original se habfan construido
edificios también.

Tinj también se refleja en monumentos como viejas vias romanos
y cocheras en las carreteras. A lo largo de la antigua via que conduce
al lago Vrana y cruzando los campos arados de Mackovac, se halla
otra ruina. En esta el Duque Borelli de Vrana descubrio los restos de
una casa romana en 1890. Asimismo, encontrd varios lacrimmarius,
ollitas de barro utilizadas para recoger lagrimas [Vl (en latin lacrima,
lacrimae= lagrima. El emperador Ner6on solia hacerlo que las
consideraba muy valiosas).

2. Poposnica

Esta region se encuentra en las ruinas del castillo Tinj. El nombre
de la zona se debe al hecho de que esta propiedad pertenecia a un
cura (sacerdote = cura).

En el campo, un poco elevado en comparacién a la superficie
circundante, hay restos de un objeto sagrado orientado hacia el este-
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oeste. No obstante, es dificil entrar en detalle acerca de este objeto ya
que esta bajo tierra.

En el suroeste de la iglesia, donde el nivel de la superficie es mas
bajo, hay tumbas con esqueletos. Estas fueron construidas con placas
de piedra caliza. Este edificio religioso, al igual que el cementerio que
le rodea, pertenece probablemente a la Edad Media.

3. Mackovac

En ambos lados de la carretera, al norte de Mackovac, en un
diametro de unos 150 metros, hay restos de muros de mortero y una
gran cantidad de fragmentos de ceramica.

El tipo de ceramica, la arquitectura y la posicion (prado viable,
cerca al agua y al abrigo del viento) indican que un objeto econdémico
o0 monumento se construyo en la época romana (Vila Rostica).

4. Medine

Medine se encuentra al sur de las ruinas del castillo de Tinj. En una
zona de tamafio considerable, en varios lugares, es posible apreciar las
paredes de mortero y la masa de piedras. Sin embargo, debido a la
gravedad de los dafios es complicado determinar la planta del edificio.
Se han encontradofragmentos de cesterfa (que se exhiben en el
Museo), una flecha, dos cuchillos, un anillo dafiado y un fragmento de
ceramica medieval de color gris oscuro con ingredientes de calcitas.

Tambien se ha descubierto aqui, de manera accidental, una piedra
de molino de finales del Neolitico.

5. Localidad Radonje

Radonje se encuentra junto a la carretera que conduce de Tinj a
Rastane. En el lado derecho de la carretera hay dos paredes paralelas
que estan hechas con piedras robustas y recortadas, y entre ellas hay
mortero. Segun el flolclor tradicional, la gente solia buscar tesoros en
esta zona.

En esta posicion, al noreste de "la tumba" y en el lado derecho de
la carretera, hay restos de edificios romanos y camulos de piedra. Esto
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es lo que se cabria esperar ya que este campo es adecuado para la
construccion de la Villa Rustica. El 4rea circundante contiene campos
arados y por debajo dela misma hay una fuente de agua.

En esta zona Don Kazimir Perkovi¢ encontrd, en 1935, una piedra
ornamental con hojas de roble. X Fgta piedra clave, perteneciente a
una época antigua, se encuentra ahora en el Museo local de Biograd
como parte de la coleccién que heredé Don Kazimir Perkovic.

6. La Iglesia de San Pedro en Bubinjani

La Iglesia de San Pedro Tinj, de época romana, se encuentra en la
zona de Bubinjani. Se han conservado grandes muros periféricos y
absides, los cuales son cuadrados en la zona exterior y redondos en la
interna.

Los absides estan erosionados pero algunos restos de las puertas
son visibles. La iglesia era longitudinal y estaba orientada del este al
oeste. En esta construcciéon habia un cementerio y el asentamiento se
localizaba un poco mas abajo de la iglesia.

7. El Area Dracice

El Dracice area esta por debajo de las ruinas de Tinj. Las ruinas de
un castillo de la Edad Media son visibles desde aqui, particularmente
los absides. No obstante, si se investigara mas en detalle del campo
seria posible averiguar aun mas informacion.

Al suroeste de estas ruinas, en el terreno excavado de forma
vertical, se encuentran restos de tumbas, también de la Edad Media,
hechas de placas de piedra sin mortero, asi como muchos huesos
humanos esparcidos sin seguir un orden.

8. Las posiciones de las vallas

Al sur de la casa Pedisi¢, cerca de la valla y los campos arados de
Mumovac, se pueden encontrar los restos de una gran propiedad que
en los ultimos afios han sido completamente destruidos.

En 1978 se excavaron dos pequefias sondas arqueologicas en este
lugar. En una de las sondas se descubri6 parte de un espacio dedicado
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al riego. Asimismo, se desenterraron piezas de yeso de alrededor de
medio metro de grosor junto al suelo de mosaico. En 1986, durante
una excavacién adicional en la misma zona, se localizaron restos de
paredes. J. Alacevi¢ sefiala que este hallazgo sacé a la luz un muro de
unos 20 metros de longitud, ademas de un suelo de mosaico blanco y
negro.

En los alrededores se han descubierto numerosos fragmentos de
contenedores, ladrillos de construccién con juntas y monedas
romanas imperiales. Se han donado algunas de las 39 monedas de
bronce, principalmente de comienzos de la época bizantina, al Museo
Arqueologico de Split.

El nombre Tinj

Indicios de caracter arqueolégico muestran que este asentamiento
ha sido habitado de manera continua y permanente desde tiempos
liburnios por lo que es razonable

pensar que el nombre del lugar Tinium XV tiene origen en este
periodo. Los liburnios eran un pueblo antiguo que habitaban la regioén
de la costa noreste del Adriatico entre los rfos Arsia (Rasa) y Tito
(Krka).

El etimologo Petar Skoku insinda que el topénimo Tinj pertenece
a la época pre-croata y que, interpretando de manera libre, este tiene

el significado de particion, valla, vivienda. XV!!

La Edad Media

Existen numerosos documentos contemporaneos que pertenecen
a la era de los gobernantes nacionales vroatas y que hacen referencia a
Tinj y algunos de ellos que datan de las invasiones turcas posteriores.
Es muy probable que Tinj fuera un asentamiento mayor y mas
importante durante la Edad Media que en la edad moderna.

Durante la era de los gobernantes nacionales croatas, Tinj se
localizaba en el centro del antiguo condado croata de Sidraga. La
primera vez que se menciona este municipio es en una lista de
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condados croatas durante el gobierno del emperador bizantino
Constantino VII Porphyrogenitus "el nacido en la purpura" (CE 905-
959) [XVI]

El condado de Sidraga, junto a la principal ciudad real Biograd fue,
en la época de los Reyes croatas, capaz de competir con cualquier otra
region croata y Nin fue su Gnico rival.

Ninguna otra regiéon croata cuenta con tantos documentos
estudiados y preservados de la Edad Media como el condado de
Sidraga y en particular Biograd, Aby Rogovo, Vrana y Tinj.

De acuerdo con las fuentes contemporaneas escritas el condado
Sidraga fue dividido en mas sub-condados, mientras que Sidraga, en
sentido estricto, tuvo su centro en Tinj. El sub-condado de Sidraga
dio su nombre a la totalidad de la provincia porque el Zupan o
condado gobernante tenfa su sede aqui. Otros sub-condados fueron
Miranje, Blato, Nadin, Zablace y Tukljaca.

Hasta la coronacién del rey croata Drzislav en el anio 990, el centro
de la provincia de Sidraga que solia estar en Biograd se encontraba en
Tinj. Ya que estos gobernantes del condado celebraban los tribunales
en Tinj, hasta el siglo XII, cerca de la iglesia de San Juan, que dio su
nombre a toda la provincia.

Muchas propiedades de la Corona se mencionan en el condado de
Sidraga. El centro de la propiedad era los Tribunales de la Corona que
tanto se mencionan en los documentos histéricos contemporaneos.
En estos documentos croatas dinasticos, las areas que se
diferenciaban especialmente fueron: Vrana, Tinj, Rogovo, Tikljaca y
Gorica.

La mencién mas antigua que ha sobrevivido de Tinj en un
documento histérico en 1069 en una escritura de donacién del rey
Pedro IV Kresimir. En este documento el rey Pedro IV Kresimir IV
dona el territorio de la corona de Rosohatica, la cual se extiende desde
el rio hasta la colina de Tinj, al Convento de San Tomas en Biograd.

Este monastetio fue fundado unos afios antes, alrededor de 1065,
Dxvill también en la tierra que el rey Pedro IV Kresimir habia donado
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como regalo real a la orden religiosa. En la Escritura de Donacién de
1609 se menciona a Tinj dos veces. Esta indica que la tierra de
Rosohatica limita con la propiedad familiar Mogorovi¢. En este
documento, el rey Pedro IV Kresimir se llama a s{ mismo rey de los
croatas y dalmatas.

Este documento certifica que Tinj habia sido inicialmente
propiedad de la Corona y también establece que la antigua familia
noble croata Mogorovi¢ contaba con muchas posesiones en Tinj. El
documento que fue escrito en octubre de 1069 fue presenciado por
un arzobispo, un obispo croata, un virrey y muchos otros.

En el siglo XII Tinj se convierte en la sede del condado de Sidraga.
Los nobles croatas de este condado ahora se reunen en Tinj y la mesa
es presidida por el Jefe del Condado que tenia el titulo Zupan. La
Corte de Pleito de la Tercera Apelacion del Reino de Croacia se
reuni6 también aqui.

Otros documentos histéricos pioneros que sobreviven son acerca
de un conflicto entre los templarios de Vrana y los benedictinos de
Rogovo. Estos senalan que el rey Bela delegd una Corte con el fin de
resolver este conflicto y que el tribunal se celebré en Tinj en la Iglesia
de San Ivan el 9 de julio de 1194. Una gran parte de estos
documentos son transcripciones de las actas de las sesiones y los
diversos argumentos presentados.

La decision final de la corte creé una linea divisoria que pasé de
Tinj a Kakma y a Vrbica. La parte oriental de esta divisiéon, que
también incluy6 la mayor parte de los suelos ricos, debifa ser acogida
por los Templarios y la parte occidental por los benedictinos. Los
Manantiales de Kakma pasan asi a ser propiedad de los templarios de
Vrana.

El hecho de que este conflicto fuera de gran importancia, con
consecuencias potencialmente graves, se confirma gracias a la
participacién de muchos de los altos funcionarios de reinos de alto
rango. Los documentos sefialan que, entre los presentes en el tribunal
se encontraban el arzobispo de Split, el obispo de Nin, el duque de
Zadar, asi como el duque de Split.
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Algunos de los testigos judiciales que se mencionan son Grgur el
arzobispo de Bar, el abad de la iglesia de San Vincent Krsevan y los
dos jefes del Condado de Deomir y Velkomir. El Jefe del Condado de
Sidraga también estuvo presente.

En 1183 existe otro documento interesante en el que el entonces
Papa Lucio IIT (1100-1185), confirma todos los derechos adquiridos
del Monasterio de San Kuzme y Damjana, entre otros, de la zona de
Tinj y Bubnjan [xxx], y en otro documento su sucesor, el Papa
Clemente III (1130-1191) afirma lo mismo.

Hay mas documentos de los siglos XII y XIII que mencionan a
Tinj y la mayoria de ellos se refieren a discusiones entre los templarios
de Vrana y los benedictinos Rogovo, monjas de Santo Tomas de
Biograd y San Demetrio de Zadar. L.a mayoria de las controversias
eran acerca de inmuebles.

Una Carta de 1164 también muestra que Tinj tenfa su propio juez.
Asi, desde esa fecha en adelante, un departamento real se establecio
en Tinj. Tenfa autoridad judicial sustancial y parece haber sido
principalmente responsable de resolver este tipo de conflictos. La
persona que estaba a cargo tenia el titulo de conde. En 1343 el titulo
de Conde fue para un tal Nelipi¢, y en 1357 para Dobrinja y en 1379
para Mavro.

Politicamente, Tinj jugd su papel mas importante en la época de
los gobernantes croatas nacionales, pero su importancia se extendid
también en la época de los gobernantes hungaro-croatas
especialmente cuando se convirti6 en la sede del condado de Sidraga.
Sin embargo, a partir del siglo XIV mientras que el poder y la
reputacion de los templarios de la caballerfa de Vrana crecia,
disminuia el poder y la importancia de Tinj. Esta pérdida de poder
continia durante el dominio veneciano y el turco.

En 1409 Ladislao de Napoles vendi6 sus poderes sobre reino de
Dalmacia a la Republica de Venecia por 100.000 ducados (el salario
anual de un grupo de soldados profesionales era de 12 ducados).

Asi Zadar y la region costera de Dalmacia se convirtieron en
propiedad veneciana, al igual que el Condado de Sidraga y Tinj.
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Durante la administracién veneciana Tinj se convierte en parte del
distrito de Vrana. En 1451, el duque de Zadar decreta el
nombramiento de Viksu Kozmica como juez de Tinj. Esto demuestra
que la ley comutn de Vrana ahora se aplica en Tinj.

La Era de Turquia

Después de que Bosnia cayera, las unidades turcas avanzaron para
robar y saquear el territorio del norte de Dalmacia, que era en parte
posesion del rey hungaro-croata y en menor medida de los
venecianos. Tinj era administrado por los venecianos.

En 1482 los turcos saquearon las zonas de influencia de Biograd y
Zadar. Tinj y Bubnjani también fueron devastadas. Ese fue uno de las
areas saqueadas de Tinj tal y como los 21 parrocos, pudieron registrar;
estos formaban parte del gobierno veneciano y pidieron una exencion
del Décimo Impuesto. Pavao Tinj del parroco y la parroquia Priest
Bubnjan fueron algunos de los parrocos en cuestion.

Los turcos regresaron en 1499 para causar muerte y devastacion
una vez mas. Esta vez también se llevaron cautivos como esclavos.
Este suceso fue registrado por el cronista local de Glavic Simun, el
cual escribe:

En el afio de 1499 Skender Pasa vino con los turcos a Croacia el
21 de junio y se llevé 700 hombres y maté a Ivanka desde Hras¢ak y
Luku de Rasicah y Martina de Mahurcih y Jakova de Trscah y Vida de

Mirah y Stipana de Rogovi Pisca.

Puesto que los saqueadores turcos devastaron tanto Rogovo
(Rogovi) como Rastane (Hras¢ah) lo mas probable es que que
también saquearan Tinj.

Estos sucesos se hicieron frecuentes en la primera mitad del siglo
XVI, especialmente a lo largo de la Kotari (las areas al norte de Zadar,
Biograd y Sibenik hasta las montafas de Velebit).

Al comienzo de la Guerra de Chipre de 1570 una ejército de
15.000 turcos invadieron Kotari. Devastaron la totalidad de las
regiones, tanto pueblos como viviendas, y se llevaron el ganado y los
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esclavos. Asimismo, quemaron todos los pueblos de costas maritimas,
incluidos Biograd. De las inspecciones Varijeri de 1579, esta claro que
Biograd habia perdido toda su poblacién.

El gobernador veneciano Alvise Grimani, después de ver que la
gente no tenfa donde refugiarse, reconstruyo la fortaleza de Biograd
que entonces tenfa cerca de 00 familias de Tinj reubicadas
temporalmente.

El Apostolico Valier Augustin visité Biograd en 1579 y entré en su
iglesia declarando que estaba sin Titulus (un documento legal que
establece relaciones) porque las personas que vivian alli eran
refugiados de Tinj que habfan sido conquistados por los turcos.

Después de la liberacion de algunas de la regiones costeras, el
bosnio Beglerbeg Ferhadpasa Sokolovi¢ construy6 en Kotari algunas
instituciones  religiosas, educativas y humanitarias. Para el
mantenimiento de estas instituciones se deshizo de una gran
propiedad en Tinj, que estaba administrada por el turco Mutevelija, un
gestor de alto cargo.

En esta época, los pueblos de Gorica, Hras¢ane y Prkos
pertenecian a la Parroquia de Tinj. Una descripcion de Tinj que data
de 1624 indica que la rodeaba un muro que y que 30 familias vivian en
torno a la ciudad. Tinj se convirtié en la propiedad de Ferhatpasha,
hijo de Hasanbegov.

Los Uskoks de Senj (la palabra uskok se traduce algo asi como "los
que tienden emboscadas”), que desde hace casi un siglo habfan
librado una guerrilla con éxito contra los turcos desde Lika a Boka de
Kotort, se incursionaron a Tinj a finales del siglo XVI y principios de
siglo XVII. Los Uskoks eran una unidad militar situada junto a la
frontera con Turquia que realizaban misiones en zonas ocupadas de
Turquia y, en ocasiones, eran descritos como guerrilleros locales que
acosaban con frecuencia a los otomanos.

A finales de septiembre 1590 un grupo de 400 Uskoks atravesé el
rio Neretva y atac6 Gabela. Derrotaron el ejército de defensa local, y
después de dos dias se hicieron con el control de la region. Siete dias
mas tarde, mientras navegaban de vuelta por el el canal de Pasman,
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desembarcon entre Turnj y Biograd. Alli asaltaron la zona turca
alrededor de Tinj que estaba controlada y se llevaron botines y
esclavos.

El 11 de abril 1604 otros 300 Uskoks de Senj, esta vez bajo el
mandato de Ivan Vlatkovic, desembarcaron cerca del pueblo de
Krmcina. Llegaron a tierra cruzando la parte turca cerca de Tinj y
Bubnjan. Asaltaron la zona y son recordados por haberse llevado 20
hombres y 200 cabezas de ganado.

Durante la Guerra Cretense, también conocida como la Guerra de
Candia o como la Quinta Guerra Otomano-veneciana, los venecianos,
el 7 de abril 164, se volvieron a hacer con el poder de Tinj
robandosela a los turcos. Tinj, sin embargo, volvié al poder de esta
ultima comunidad a los turcos debido al tratado de demarcacion entre
Venecia y Turquia.

Finalmente, en la Guerra de la Liga Santa (1683 - 1699), tras el
asedio de Viena, los turcos abandonaron por fin Tinj en 1684.

El documento menciona que en 1672, durante la Guerra de
Hondij, los siervos turcos de Tinj se escaparon y establecieron en el
territorio veneciano de Krmcina.

Cuando el general veneciano Foscolo expulsé a los turcos de
Sidraga en 1648, orden6é que se destruyeran todos los muros y
fortalezas. Este es el momento en el que Nadin, Tinj, Vranu Vrcevo y
se convirtieron en ruinas. El propésito de Foscolo era dividir y
separar la propiedad veneciana para frenar las constantes incursiones
turcas. La idea era crear un espacio vacio muy grande para desalentar
a los saqueadores diurnos.

Los campos de Vrana y el valle de Nadin se convirtieron en un
pantano de grandes dimesiones y descuidado durante esta destruccion
sistematica.

Segun los registros de la Abadia de Rogovo esta es la razén por la
que la antigua Sidraga, que florecié hasta la guerra de Chipre, estaba
totalmente abandonada y destruida al inicio del siglo XVIII. En ellos
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se menciona que Sidraga se habia recuperado bastante bien de la
guerra de Chipre porque a los turcos les habia gustado

el asentamiento de Vrana y fomentaron el trabajo profesional con
tierras cultivables, en particular los campos de Vrana.

Cuando la Republica de Venecia, en el siglo XVIII, comenzé a
perder poder dej6é de preocuparse por la que, hoy en dia, es la zona
devastada del norte de Dalmacia.

Por consiguiente, la gente, al sentirse agolpada por la fiebre, el
hambre y la peste, se alz6 rosa y asediaron Zadar en 1764.

Durante el siglo XIX el condado de Sidraga se encotraba en un
estado terrible. Sin embargo, con la excavacion del Canal de la Prosika
y la restauraciéon posterior de los campos Vrana se consiguieron
mejorar las condiciones de vida del conjunto de la zona de Biograd,
incluyendo Tinj.

La vida religiosa de la parroquia de Tinj

Debido a los cambios frecuentes en las fronteras politicas, a
menudo el condado de Sidraga pertenecia a diferentes didcesis. Hasta
1125 la oficina del Obispo de Sidraga pertenecié a la division
administrativa de Biograd pero cuando la silla del obispo fue
transferida a Skradin estall6 una disputa alrededor de las fronteras.

En 1185 el parlamento (Sabor) de Split asigné a todo el condado
de Sidraga a Biograd Litoral y al Obispado de Skradin mientras que
las islas permanecieron en la di6cesis de Zadar. Mas tarde se traslado
Sidraga al norte del territorio costero y administrativo anexo al distrito
de Zadar (1242-1327) por lo que el arzobispo de Zadar tenia
jurisdiccion sobre esta materia, a diferencia de la decision
parlamentaria de 1185.

La transferencia de la frontera se demostrd ulteriormente por una
solicitud de Zadar Arcediano Matafari¢ Dimitri en 1344, donde se
dice claramente que los pueblos de Rogovo pertenecen a las didcesis
de Zadar y que con ese titulo debe recaudar el Impuesto Décimo de la
cosecha.
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Los registros Cameral de la abadia de Rogovo incluir también
Zadar.

Un documento de Rogovo del ano 1325 menciona que Vrbica
pertenece en parte a la didcesis de Zadar y en parte a la didcesis
Skradin. ILas otras partes del condado de Sidraga pertenecian al
Arcipreste de Tinj quien también tenfa la jurisdiccién del obispado
Skradin. Se puede concluir firmemente con este documento que Tinj
contaba con su propio arcipreste.

Después de la destruccion de Biograd en 1125 el obispo de
Skradin habité en Tinj. Sin embargo, desde 1409 no hay duda de que
Tinj pertenece al arzobispado de Zadar. Durante el dominio turco no
hay forma exacta de saber quién

Tenia jurisdicciéon de Tinj o sus alrededores, si fue el obispo de
Skaradin, Nin o Zadar. Cuando los turcos se fueron en 1683 toda
Sidraga, incluyendo Tinj, pas6 a formar parte del Didcesis de Zadar.

Toda Sidraga practicaba la liturgia romana en el antiguo idioma
croata. Los sacerdotes daban la misa en glagolitico (antiguo croata) y
los registros de la iglesia, como los registros de matrimonio y
nacimiento, se escribfan en este idioma. El glagolitico se utiliz6
también para cualquier inscripcion de las iglesias. Se confirma que este
era también el caso de Tinj con las inscripciones glagoliticas legibles
que se encuentran en el dintel, en la parte de atras de la antigua casa
parroquial. La inscripcién marca el ano 1468. Los registros de la
Iglesia tomadas entre 1825 y 1855 se escribieron en croata, pero con
el alfabeto latino.

Un documento de 1172 dice que el jefe del condado de Sidraga,
Desen Slavinov, galardoné al Convento de San Kuzme con los
estados de Damjan, que originalmente se habian alejado de ellos. En
esta ocasion, en Tinj, los abades de los monasterios de Kuzme Santo
y Nikifor Damjan estaban delante del Sacerdote y Didcono Capellan
Sadiluk Stojano, quien trajo las reliquias, dicté el juramento y
confirmo la carta.

Los sacerdotes y capellanes que asistieron servian probablemente
en Tinj.
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Es posible concluir que en 1325 Tinj tuvo su propio arcipreste y
que habia sido una parroquia durante un largo periodo de tiempo para
poder llegar a alcanzar ese nivel de importancia. Los parrocos de Ting
se mencionan en las notas de 1486 y en el sinodo de los obispos de
1566. Cuando el Arzobispado de Zadar fue creado en el afio 1851
Tinj se convirtié en un capellanfa independiente administrada por la
Oficina del decano de Biograd.

Sacerdotes y capellanes de Tinj entre 1482 y 1891

Pavao 1482
Ivan 1488
Mateo Kapitanovi¢ 1516
Mateo Morovié 1565
Juraj Pareti¢ 1673
Antonio Matuli 1721
Mihael Beli¢ 1737
Martin Matulj 1771
Marko Krasti¢ (from Vrgada) 1815
Mihael Kastelanic 1820
Juraj Matuli¢ 1830
Tome Radovi¢ 1840
Ivan Mihovilovi¢ 1843
Ivan Ricov Kapelan 1863
Bozo Petesic¢ 1891

Dos sacerdotes glagoliticos vinieron de Bubinjan cerca de Tinj:
Martin Bustri¢ 1695 y Sime Bustri¢ 1714,
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Antes de 1808 existia un gremio eclesiastico llamado Ivan Krstiteli
(Juan el Bautista), que contaba con 24 miembros y sus ingresos se
apoyaban en la caridad y los cultivos.

La poblacion de Tinj

En 1403 Vitko y Raci¢ Petar se mencionan como habitantes de
Tinj. Durante el gobierno turco en 1636 habia 230 habitantes
registrados en Tinj. En 1673 Tinj registré 244 habitantes y en 1754,
los registros muestran 101 habitantes.

En 1709 estos apellidos se registran entre los habitantes de Tinj:
Grozdani¢, Mari¢, Supi¢, Badi¢, Bulic, Kresovi¢, Selak, Marasevié,
Silovic, Radic, Blazevi¢, Maleti¢ y Mirilovic.

Bubnjani tenfa en 1709 estos apellidos: Benja, Klai¢, Kulas,
Mijaljevi¢, Jerkovié¢, Bustri¢, Bulic, Frleta, Kursija, Boraja y Vukoja.

De conformidad con la lista de hogares de 1791 y los mapas de
catastro 'Tinj tenfa estos apellidos: Njegovi¢, Cakarun, Kresovié,
Frleta, Glumac, Rudic, sédicas, Lemezina, Jerkovi¢, Klai¢, Bustric,
Marasevié, Radi¢

, Dindevi¢, Kurt, Silovic, bésico, Selak, Loncar, gtampalija, Simic,
Mari¢, Brankovi¢, Vekioni, Stratiko, Benja, Albinoni i Jurjevic.

En los registros de nacimiento de 1825 - 1850, los registros
matrimonio de 1825 - 1855 y la registros de defunciéon de 1825 - 1833
se encuentran estos apellidos: Lemezina, Cirjak, Erli¢, Vtki¢, Tokic,
Pertora, Jurjevic, Maricic, Morati (Kakma), IVIC, Loncar, Jukic,
Draca, Rogic, Matinovi¢ (Kakma) y Silovic.

A partir de estas listas de apellidos, se puede concluir que hubo
movimientos de migracién regular, muy probablemente causados por
la frecuencia de la guerra.

En el siglo XIX la poblacién recién asentada provenfan en su
mayoria de Bukovica.

Muchos de los habitantes de la actualidad en Tinj saben de qué
parte de Bukovica provienen originalmente.
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Las cifras del censo de Tinj 1857 a 1981

Year 1857 1869 1880 1890
Habitantes 431 249 198 179

Year 1900 1910 1931 1948
Habitantes 219 315 394 534

Year 1953 1961 1971 1981
Habitantes 619 701 784 719

Population of Tinj

900 -

800 -

700 A

600 -

500 -

400 A

Population

300 A

200 -

Year
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La iglesia de Tinj

La iglesia mas antigua conocida en Tinj que se menciona en los
documentos escritos es la Iglesia de San Ivan Kirstitelja (San Juan
Bautista) en las antiguas ruinas de Gradina.

Se trata de menciones en 1194 en "Ecclesia Sancti Johannis de
Tino" (en latin: en la iglesia de San Juan de Tinj).

La edad de la iglesia se puede estimar por el rayo que divide el altar
que es de la Alta Edad Media (9no - 11mo siglo) y por las puertas de
la iglesia de esta época, que fueron descubiertas durante la
reconstruccion de la iglesia después de la

Guerra Nacional Croata.El haz pertenecia al santuario de la iglesia
y estaba decorado con ganchos.

Durante la campana pastoral del arzobispo Karaman en 1760 la
iglesia fue incapaz de albergar la reunién para Karaman por lo que
tuvo que tomar lugar al aire libre.

La iglesia fue financiada en 1852 y es entonces cuando obtuvo su
forma actual con el abside cuadrado. De acuerdo con un Catastro de
1837 (el registro oficial de la propiedad de bienes inmuebles utilizados
para prorratear los impuestos), la iglesia de San Ivan tenfa un abside
semicircular y la fachada oeste de la misma se apoyaba en el resto del
antiguo castillo cuadrado.

El cementerio esta hoy al frente de la iglesia y, a partir de la
descripcion del castillo de Tinj en el mapa catastral por Bijanchin y L.
Jeli¢, podemos observar que el cementerio local actual fue también
hasta el siglo XIX el antiguo castillo de Tinj. La iglesia actual se apoya
en la vieja torre cuadrada de este castillo, aunque las paredes de los
castillos son apenas perceptibles en el cementerio.

La campana de la iglesia fue consagrada en 1936. En la pequefia
campana se encuentra la inscripcién: "En memoria del centenario del
Himno Croata, Salio Kvirin Lebis, Zagreb 1936".
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En la gran campana la inscripcién es: "En memoria del 1000
aniversario del Reino de Croacia, Salio Kvirin Lebis, Zagreb 1936". La
iglesia fue quemada durante la Guerra Patria Croata pero los
lugarenos y el Arzobispado la reconstruyeron.

Si el cementerio ha estado en el lugar del antiguo castillo hasta el
siglo XIX puede concluirse que el area mencionada de Poposnica,
durante la Edad Media, es donde esta el cementerio original y donde
se encontraba la capilla de Tinj. Hay relatos orales tradicionales que
confirman que es aqui donde solian estar la vieja iglesia y el
cementerio.

Iglesia de San Pedro en Bubnjani

Las ruinas de un pueblo abandonado junto a una pequefa iglesia
romanica y un antiguo cementerio se encuentran dentro de los
campos al el oeste de la aldea Selo. Estos son los restos de la viejo
pueblo croata Bubnjani y las ruinas de la iglesia de San Pedro,
fundacién de la familia del clan Gusica.

Esta iglesia, junto con el terreno circundante, fue donada a las
abadesas de San Dimitrij y Saint Tom en Zadar. Estas posefan algunas
propiedades en este pueblo incluso antes de esta donacion.

Cuando en 1202 los activistas bloquearon Zadar durante la Cuarta
Cruzada, las monjas locales trataron de refugiarse en este recinto,
cerca de la iglesia de San Pedro.

Con el tiempo, debido a la presion del noble circundante, se
refugiaron con los benedictinos en Cokovac. Como agradecimiento
por la donacién donaron su propiedad, incluyendo la Iglesia de San
Pedro a los benedictinos, con el permiso del obispo de Skradin y los
antiguos propietarios de Gusic. Asi es como esta se convirtio en la
propiedad de los benedictinos de Rogovo. La carta de donacion fue
presenciada y confirmada por el obispo de Skaradin y por
representantes de las familias circundantes Mogorovié, Hlevljan,
Kacic, Lisnicar, Virevi¢, Glamocan y Cudomiri¢. Atn quedaban
cuatro monjas vivas en Bubnjani en 1207 (Dragusa, Grda, Premila y
Dobrusa).
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El Papa Inocencio III confirma en un documento de 1209 los
derechos adquiridos de los Benedictinos de Rogovo sobre la iglesia de
San Pedro y las propiedades circundantes en Bubnjani.

Los historiadores creen que este pueblo prosperd hasta la llegada
de los turcos y las incursiones frecuentes posteriores obligaron a los
habitantes a abandonatlo.

Sin embargo, la liquidacién y documentos familiares de 1709
nombran tanto a Bubnjani como a sus habitantes.

El 1791 los censos y mapas catastrales muestran apellidos en Tinj
que en 1709 también se enumeraron en Bubnjani. Las casas de las
familias de estos apellidos Bubnjani estaban situadas en una zona que
hoy se conoce como Selo.

Esto indicarfa que el pueblo de Selo fue antes una parte de
Bubnjani, y existe la posibilidad de que los habitantes se retiraran de
los campos alrededor de la iglesia de San Pedro a los campos mas
favorables de la aldea actual de Selo.

Una historia entre los ancianos de la aldea dice que el acuerdo en
torno a la iglesia de San Pedro desaparecié a causa de la peste. Sin
embargo, la ciudad de Bubnjani se ha perdido por completo.

En la transcripcion del mapa catastral de 1837 hay un dibujo de la
iglesia de San Pedro, pero Bijanchini, en su informe, menciona la
iglesia sin decir que fue destruida. Desde el censo catastral en 1709 y
1791 se puede ver que la iglesia de San Pedro ha tenido sus propias
propiedades. Podemos concluir que la iglesia de San Pedro estuvo en
pleno funcionamiento hasta mediados del siglo XIX, cuando se
informdé de no tener un techo.

Abandonado por el paso del tiempo la iglesia de hoy ha dafiado
considerablemente muros sin absides y a su alrededor se encuentran
los restos de un cementerio de la Edad Media con lapidas destruidas y
desde el sur de la iglesia, el resto del asentamiento es visible.
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La Iglesia de San Paskal

La nueva iglesia parroquial de San Paskal fue construida, durante el
servicio de Vicario Don Tito sarin, en el corazén del pueblo de Selo.

El Arzobispo Marijan Oblak consagré la iglesia el 10 de octubre de
1976. Al lado de la iglesia, un campanario de 19 metros de alto fue
construido y una nueva campana fue inaugurada el 1 de mayo de
1978.

Durante la Guerra Patria Croata esta iglesia fue destruida por
completo hasta quedarse en los cimientos.

Se rumorea que se transporté la escultura de San Paskal en algin
momento durante la segunda mitad del siglo XIX desde el convento
franciscano de Karin. Es probable que los nuevos colonos
procedentes de Bukovice también trajeran con ellos el culto a San
Paskal puesto que Tinj no contaban con San Ivan Krstitelj ni el culto
de San Pedro.

Conclusion

La historia de la parroquia de Tinj es tanto turbulenta y lleva a la
reflexién. Asimismo, es parte de la historia de Ravnih Kotar y el
conjunto de Croacia.

Sin embargo, este ensayo no incluye la historia del siglo XXy, en
particular, las dos guerras mundiales, ni la Guerra Patria, porque
todos estos periodos requieren de una amplia investigacion
independiente y a fondo. En lo que respecta a las zonas arqueolégicas
en Tinj también estd claro que se requiere mas investigacion,
especialmente alrededor de la iglesia de San Ivan y de la antigua
Gradina.
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68.

1060-1062.

imi S iletinki sv. Tome u Biogra-
] § 1V ) oslobada samostan hcue'(hlcun 4 y
(,f(:a:{ilg;s;:irzl;;gdmz)anju i poklanja mu kraljevsko zemljiste Rasolaticu.

¢ 2 147 : golica.
Prijepis u Polichorionu sumostana sv. Ivana Rogovskog. p. 23 Pismo: g

Dri. arhiv u Zadru. .
Lucius: De regno Dalm. ct Croat. lib. Il. c. 15, p. 98. Farlati: Ill:yr. sacrs
IV, 4. Cod. dipl. CSD I. 132. Racki Doc. br. 56. Ljubié: Libellus Polichorion.

Starine XXIII, str. 178. e

Racki je zadrzao 1069. godinu kao datum ove isprave. Mc-zlu.lim. /'r_c""'flam“f
da je »Goigo banuse isti onaj Goislauus, brat kralja Krc,'\’lm‘l.ra, lojega ,c.o'"ll
dao 1062. god. ubiti, onda je navedena godina krajnji moguf: rl'al'um ove ispra-
ve. (V. o tome Foreti¢: Koréulanski kodeks 12. stoljeéa i m]c.tn':: doba hruu.l.-'
ske narodne dinastije u njemu, Starine 46, str. 30 i Barada: Pr:l?g‘lcro:rol.?gf{l.
hrvatske ‘povijesti, Rad JAZU 311, str. 199. O imenu Gojslav — (.uu_:n'n. SISic:
Povijest Hrvata, str. 503). Sesta indikcija koja se spominje w ispravi ne :)(l-
govara godini 1069, a niti 1060-1062. Oito je da je ovaj dokumenat netacno

datiran, kao i necki drugi Biogradskog kartulara. S obzirom na to, da l\'rciimt‘r
ovom ispravom daje samostanu sv. Tome imunitet, moZe se pretpostaviti da Jex
izdana prije od onc kojom je istom samostanu poklonio zemlju u Sidragi
(br. 69). -

De libertate ecclesie sancti Thome.

In nomine sancte et indiuidue trinitatis. Anno quoque dominice incar-
nationis millesimo LXIX, indictione VI, mense octubri. Ego Chresymir,
rex Chroatorum atque’ Dalmatinorum, testimonium facio cum omnibus
nobilibus meis, quod monasterio sancti’ Thome apostoli sub manu do-
mine Dabrige, ciusdem monasterij matris, conferro, firmum stabileque
obseruando decerno, scilicet ut idem monasterium amodo et dein-
ceps absque onwi tributo perpetue existat liberum ita, ut nec mihi
nec meis successoribus cuiuslibet consuetudinis debito implicatum esse
uideatur, nisi tantum! uoluntariam exibe(n)s honorificentiam, quatinus
omnium ancillarum dei in eodem comorancium cenohio libertas et diur-
nas (!)? quies, omnium secularium infestatione exempta, licencius atque
instancius suo possis® famulari creatori, cui se sub sacre legis iugo li-
bentissime subdidisse noscuntur. Quapropter iam dictum cenobium non
solum libertati donamus, uerum insuper et regali (1) territorium in loco,
qui Rasochatiga uocatur. incipiente ab ipsa Rasochatiga ubi sunt due
funtane, et uadit usque.ad puteum, qui-manet juxta ‘terram Mogorouici
in longitudine, et in latitudine a monte Tini usque ad riuum; et ibidem
'Sx.m.xrdagani Adncipiente a termino .ua-llis usque ad predictum montem
I‘u'u. Si enim quzu_ldocupl.que quls]_xbel mihi successort interuenerit
h_mugquc mei decreti sta'bxl!tum‘parulpenderit et ex omnibus, que a me
fideliter statuta sunt, aliquid mipuere uel transgredi uoluerit, iram ha-
beat omnipotentis dej et omnium sanctorum super illos maneat nec non
et .trccengor.um decem et octo pa!rum'anatematis uinculo innodentur
et in nouissimo ac tremendo examine cum diabolo suisque ministris ac
luda traditore damnetur et inextinguibilis flamma’ incendio crucietur.
Huius denique rei stabilitum palam actum et coram his testibus robo-
ratum: LS archiepiscopo, R.7 Croatico episcopo, G.8 bano et alii plures.

. ! Racki _kri‘v?‘ ¢ita stamene. — * Racki: rdiuturnac, — 3 Ragki éita: »possintx. — 4
_lckl notacno Eita: »meorum successorume, — Racki umeée iza nete smaledictios.
T { »Laurentio, — ’ T.j. »Rainerios, Racki ispravlja to mjesto u »Anastasios,
Jer je 1069. god. Anastazije bio hrvatski biskup. Medutim u tekstu jasno stoji inicijal

R« a ne »A.«, it tvrduj 5 vty P A
G e j‘o’é:)iq;r‘.u;c miiljenje da datum navoden u ispravi treba svakako



i 268.
1194, 9. jula. Tinj.
Rm;a’ medyu semlyistima Lemplard « samostana sv. IS uzime i Damjana.

In_nomine sancte et .indiuidue trinitatis. Anno ab incarnatione do-
mini_nostri_Jesu Christi_millesimo centesimo nonagesimo quarto, mensc
—iulii_die nono intrante, indictione duodecima. apud Tinfim, regnante do-
mino nostro Bela screnissimo rege Hungarie, Dalmatie, Chroatie atque
Rame, et Almerico (!) filius eius! super Dalmatiam et Chroatiam. Cum nos
nempe Petrus Spalatine sedis archiepiscopus una cum Matheo Nonensi
cpiscopo et Damiano Jadertino comite ac Grubescia* Spalatino comite
ceterisque nobilibus, quorum nomina inferius subscribentur, in ecclesia
sancti Johannis de Tino ad controuersias, que inter templarios et mo-
nasterium sanctorum Cosme et Damiani pro terris et aquarum decursibus
vertebantur, resecandas de mandato regio resideremus, post multas alter-
cationes et verba, que memorate ecclesie inter se habebant, guadias?
ab utraque parte per stipitem de voluntate utriusque partis suscipientes,
pro bono pacis et concordie talem inter utrasque ecclesias diuisionem
auctoritate regia composuimus: incipiente! a via, que inter vilam Tini
et villam sanctorum Cosme et Damiani est, et eundo versus meridiem
recto tramite usque ad Gomilam inferius et ab inde usque ad Blatam,
quicquid in austro in terris et aquis est, quod ad monasterium sancti
Damiani pertinuit, domui Templi remaneat perpetuo possidendum, preter
aquam Chrdplinam, quam communem esse decernimus utrisque ecclesiis,
et quicquid a prefata via in partibus occidentis in terris et aquis ac
pascuis etiam ultra vallem Tini habetur et ad templarios spectauit,
prefato sancti Damiani monasterio sit amodo in perpetuum. Aqua(m) vero
Kicme® cum aquarum decursibus templarios habere statuimus tali vide-

licet ordine, ut in ea molendina faciant quotquot possunt, tamen quod
molendino sanctorum Cosme et Damiani de Virbiza, quod est ultra
Blatam, non noceant® in aliquo. Volumus etiam et sancimus, ut prefata
sancti Damiani ecclesia omnes terras illas, quas ultra Blatam? antiquitus
possedit et etiam si qua molendina sub suo molendino in austro fecerit,
habeat et possideat semper, sine omnia templariorum calumnia, Stabi-
" limus etiam, ut si qua utriusqae partis antiqua testamenta preter hanc
nostre constitutionis paginam reperta alicubi fuerint, quod irrita maneant et
inania. Si autem alterutra pars contra hanc nostre constitucionis cartam
ire “presumpserit, omnipotentis dei sanctorumque apostolorum Petri et
Pauli ac omnium sanctorum ac nostram maledictionem incurrat, fiatque
anathema maranatha, et super hoc pena duarum librarum auri mulctetur.
Que omnia firma et rata esse volumus presente Gualterio magistro, fratre
Azzo preceptore et omnibus fratribus, et Dominico abbate, Priuonia® mo-
nacho, Dminoscia¥ monacho et cunctis fratribus. Coram hiis ydoneis te-
stibus: Petro Sagarelle et Tolmatio ac Burello presbiteris Spalatinis, Pe-
tronia'® Cucille, Petrizo!! Vitaze'?, Petrizo!* Michaelis, Georgio Soppe,
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On top of the hill in Tinj, is where the castle used to stand, and a small bit still does...

Some twenty-five kilometres inland from the ancient coastal city of Zadar in Croatia
is a small settlement, too small to be a village, called Tinj. As you drive along the
country road towards this rural community, you have to keep a look-out for the
single road-sign that shows where the turn-off is.

And as you ponder about the modernisation that this tiny community recently went
through, it is easy to develop an impression that, in the great scheme of things, this is
a pretty insignificant place, that nothing much could ever have happened here, but
that impression is misleading. Throughout its quaint and humble existence, Tinj has
had its share of both turbulence and substance.

In search of the real story of Tinj, Kreso Etli¢ has collected archeological data and
extant historical documents in order to puzzle together a chronological historical
analysis. In his essay Zupa Tinj Kroz Vjekove he takes us on a journey from the
Neolithic era and into the pages of history with the Liburnians, the Romans and the
old Kings of Croatia and into modern times.
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